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This phrase of Archabbot 

Boniface Wimmer the founder of 

our Benedictine Congregation 

in the USA, sought to propel the 

human imagination and spirit in a 

positive direction.

He and his early monks settled 

in Pennsylvania, but later 

founded monasteries and schools 

throughout the country including 

Chicago.  Our Benedictine 

foundation in Cleveland was 

founded by the Chicago 

community with the expressed 

purpose of building a high school 

on the foundation of Benedictine 

educational principles of a strong 

mind, body and spirit.

Fr. George Luba pioneered 

Benedictine education in 

Cleveland in 1927 and continued 

to teach at the school until his 

death in 1960.  His foresight 

brought to a reality the dreams 

of early immigrants for an 

educational opportunity that 

would create leaders for the 

future in homes, churches, 

industry and civic life.  He 

brought that vision of Boniface 

Wimmer to Cleveland, a vision 

that still propels Benedictine 

forward to excellence through 

the 21st century.



Tradition with Contemporary Application

Benedictine will soon celebrate 90 

years of educating young men 

in the Cleveland Diocese.  The 

high school, founded on the principles of 

Benedictine monasticism, originally was 

founded to educate the sons of Slovak 

immigrants in Cleveland.  However, 

Benedictine today boasts of a very diverse 

student body from nearly every community 

in Cuyahoga County and the surrounding 

areas.   

With a commitment to preserving and 

fostering a Catholic-Christian approach to 

education, Benedictine is deeply rooted in 

the monastic tradition of “Ora et Labora,”  

the ancient admonition to pray and work.  

With this in mind, Benedictine promotes 

the liberal arts and education for the body, 

mind and spirit.  With a one-to-one tablet PC 

program, Benedictine has made the leap to 

promote modern technology in the classroom 

and to be updated in the fields of modern 

scholarly research as well as approaching the 

past Benedictine history as a foundation for 

personal and communal growth.

With this in mind, Benedictine is helping 

its students explore the modern possibilities 

of engineering design.  With this year’s 

Engineering Design Speaker Series 

(EDSS), Benedictine students will hear the 

accomplishments of professional engineers 

in a number of fields and then be able to 

participate in hands-on projects that are 

designed to solve various problems.

This movement in the curricula of the school 

is meant to increase the demands of Math 

and Science and strives to promote a practical 

approach to interest the students in the 

demands and careers of future engineering 

needs.   At the same time, the students 

will explore the field of entrepreneurship in 

manufacturing items that will be for sale:  so 

the disciplines of creating and utilizing are 

joined by the art of marketing.  This venture 

seeks to integrate a new pre-engineering 

program with an effective microeconomics 

study and competition in which   Benedictine 

has already excelled for the past 3 years. 

— Rev. Michael Brunovsky, OSB, Principal

If everyone is moving forward together, 
then success takes care of itself.

— Henry Ford



Daily Influence of the Benedictine 
Monastic Community

Benedictine is the only high school in Ohio with direct 

access to a Benedictine Monastery and the daily 

horarium of the monks—their prayer, their silence, their 

work and their mission impact the school and its students.  

Monastic training of our Knights of the Altar and emphasis 

on proper church music foster understanding, respect and 

quality in liturgical celebration.

Student Experience of 
Daily Mass & Devotions

Opportunity for celebration of the 

Liturgical Year daily in the high 

school due to the clergy present in the 

school.  Benedictine has the largest 

number of religious on staff in the 

entire Cleveland Diocese.  Students 

help plan and celebrate the liturgy of 

the Catholic Church on a daily basis.  

Student chaplains lead the school 

community in prayer services and work 

with classmates to enhance the value 

of prayer in life.



Religious
Spirituality

Retreat Experiences Encompass  
the Whole School Community

Wide variety of retreat experiences bring faculty, 

staff and students together for a deeper spiritual 

experience that enhances the student understanding of self 

and the value of a relationship with God and others.

Outreach Founded on 
Value of Evangelization 
& Service 

Service projects of the Benedictine 

School Community foster a 

realized evangelization that spreads 

the Gospel in word and deed.  

Benedictine students participate 

in a variety of service projects that 

reach beyond the school to the larger 

Cleveland community, preparing 

students for a lifetime of service and 

witness to the Gospel.
Develop an attitude 
of gratitude, and give 
thanks for everything that 
happens to you, knowing 
that every step forward  
is a step toward achieving 
something bigger and 
better than your current 
situation.

- Brian Tracy



Benedictine
by theNumbers
410  Students are enrolled at Benedictine for the  
2015-2016 school year, representing 140 grade schools  
from over 60 communities.

  150 Course offerings – including seven foreign languages.

    12 Advanced Placement and College Credit Plus courses. 

    20 Average class size. 

10:1  Student: faculty ratio.

Faculty/Staff
39   Professional staff of certified full and 

part-time administrators and teachers.

7   Faculty and staff are members of the 
Benedictine Order.

18   Average years of service to education.

65%   of faculty hold one or more 
advanced degrees. 

35%   of faculty/staff are alumni.

As long as you as an individual... can convince yourself that in order to move forward as best you  
can you have to be optimistic, you can be described as ‘one of the faithful,’ one of those people who  
can say, ‘Well, look, something’s going to happen! Let’s just keep trying. Let’s not give up..

— Tom Hanks

$7.5 million - average in college 
scholarships awarded to each 
graduating class over the last five years 

79% of students received 
financial assistance and 
merit awards in  
2015-2016



Benedictine
by theNumbers

Students
99%  of the Class of 2015 advanced to 

colleges and universities nationwide

10,000+  service hours performed by 
students annually

4 years of Theology required of all students

In the last 5 years Benedictine has had 16 
students receive commended or better 
status in the National Merit Program

Service Academy selections in 17  

of past 19 years 

12 Varsity Sports offered each year

13  State Championships won in football, 
basketball and track

8 Football State Championships won

30+  Student-lead clubs and organizations 

As long as you as an individual... can convince yourself that in order to move forward as best you  
can you have to be optimistic, you can be described as ‘one of the faithful,’ one of those people who  
can say, ‘Well, look, something’s going to happen! Let’s just keep trying. Let’s not give up..

— Tom Hanks

$3,100 Average financial 
aid award

$1.083 million in Financial assistance 
and merit awards to students for the 
2015-2016 school year



Benedictine's House System 

Benedictine is proud that we draw students from seven different 

counties.  We embrace the diversity of our students and the 

experiences they bring to our community and encourage 

students to participate in “real world” leadership and mentoring 

opportunities.  One such way is through our student governance 

program.  

The House System is a non-traditional approach to build a more 

inclusive community by integrating students regardless of grade 

level.   

The House System strives to: 

●  Provide more opportunities for our faculty and staff to serve as 

stewards to our young men.

●  Create more leadership opportunities and positions for our 

students; there are 54 leadership positions in total.

●  Build a greater sense of school spirit through our quarterly  

Priory Cup Competitions.

We keep moving 
forward, opening 

new doors, and doing 
new things, because 

we're curious and 
curiosity keeps 

leading us down new 
paths. 

- Walt Disney



Life&
Learning

   Engineers

    Preparing students for life after college begins the first day a student 

arrives at Benedictine High School.  Some of our most successful 

graduates cite the math and science classes at Benedictine as 

providing a solid foundation for career choices in the field of engineering and 

manufacturing.  The rigorous course load in college and the competition for  

well-paying jobs in these areas are just a few of the reasons Benedictine is a partner 

with the Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network, or MAGNET.    

MAGNET is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to helping manufacturing 

companies compete, grow and create a more vibrant regional economy.  The main 

purpose of the MAGNET program is to give students a taste of the engineering and 

the manufacturing world.  

In conjunction with the MAGNET program, our Pre-Engineering classes and 

marketing opportunities, planned and organized by our students, highlight the scope 

of engineering and provide an organized background for our students to see the 

possibilities for future study and careers.   Working with our business curriculum, 

especially our microeconomics class, students can create a product, engineer its 

production, market it to classmates and area businesses and chart the success of their 

ventures.  Through this process, students begin to understand the overall picture of 

manufacturing and earn credit while doing so.  

Our partnership with the MAGNET program not only opens doors for engineers 

to visit our campus and engage with our students, but allows our students the 

opportunity to tour local companies and businesses and interview for possible 

internships.  These opportunities provide hands on experience while developing the 

necessary skills to be successful in high-technology manufacturing operations.  The 

addition of Engineering in our curriculum will improve technology, expand career 

opportunities and empower our students to succeed. 



Continue the Tradition



Continue the Tradition
The Home of Champions 
When students enter Benedictine High School, they become 

part of a culture of winning resulting from our student athletes’ 

willingness to go longer, work harder and give more than anyone 

else.  The expectation of our students when they enter “the Home of 

Champions” is rooted in our school motto – Ora et Labora – Prayer 

and Work.  We believe that success starts in the classroom and carries 

over to the field, as evident by our accomplishments last season:

●  Division IV State Football Championship

●  Track and Field Individual State Champion

●  4 North Coast League Conference Championships 

●  4 North Coast League Conference Coaches of the Year

●  6 North Coast League MVPs 

Student participation is encouraged.  With 12 varsity teams, and 

22 total teams, students can take advantage of a variety of athletic 

opportunities including football, soccer, cross country, golf, basketball, 

wrestling, swimming, ice hockey, bowling, lacrosse, baseball, and track 

and field.  Our student athletes receive coaching and guidance from 

men who know Benedictine traditions, as 50% were graduates of the 

school.  Many were part of our 13 state championship teams.

State Championships
Football

1957
1973
1980
1981
1996
2003
2004
2014

Track & Field
1997
1998
2001 

Basketball
1997
1998

Benedictine is the only school in Ohio to 
win an OHSAA State Championship in 
every decade since its inception in 1972.



Making Music at  
Benedictine High School 

There is no music program and curriculum like the one offered at Benedictine High 

School.   Starting with a new state of the art technology lab tailored for musicians, 

each workstation is equipped with a brand new Apple iMac computer, Axiom air49 MIDI 

keyboard, Sennheiser MIC and headphones, and Mbox audio interface module.

The introduction of the lab expands the music department’s capabilities and has allowed 

for two new courses to be added to the curriculum as well as the formation of the Music 

Technology Club. The Music Technology Lab features 20 individual workstations.



There are many ways of going forward, 
but only one way of standing still.

— Franklin D. Roosevelt

Forward Thinkers
Joe & Anthony Russo 
●  Emmy award winning Television and Movie Directors & Producers

●  Director of Captain America: The Winter Soldier, which grossed 

$259 million worldwide

●  Currently directing Captain America: Civil War and the next two 

Avengers: Infinity War films 

At Benedictine High School, the brothers were model students — 

if you ignore the occasional unauthorized lunch runs to New York 

Spaghetti House on East Ninth Street. Anthony played center and 

guard for the football team, was on the debate team and was voted 

Mr. Benedictine. Joe played soccer, was a columnist and editor for the 

school paper, The Bennet, and served as class president. 

It's also where they started to develop a knack for storytelling. After 

they read Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness in Mark Francioli's 

literature class, the teacher showed Francis Ford Coppola's Vietnam film 

adaptation Apocalypse Now in their after-school film club. 

"It ripped my mind open," Anthony remembers. "I never felt art in 

cinema quite like that before. I've watched that movie a million times 

since."

"Mr. Francioli is our Robin Williams from Dead Poets Society," Joe 

adds. "He started getting us to think more radically."
Originally printed in Cleveland Magazine 2014.

Notable Men of
Benedictine 

Chuck Noll ‘49 
4-Time Super Bowl Champion Coach  
of the Pittsburgh Steelers

Bishop Roger Gries, OSB ‘54
Auxiliary bishop, Catholic Diocese of Cleveland

Rich Paul ‘94
NBA Player Agent, agent of Lebron James

Terry Pluto ‘73
Author and award-winning columnist  
for The Plain Dealer

Jim Trueman ‘53
Founder of Red Roof Inn

Ron Trzcinski ‘62
Founder of the Original Mattress Factory

Anthony O. Calabrese, Jr. ‘54
Ohio state court judge

Tom Evert ’69
Member of the world-renowned Paul Taylor 
Dance Company of New York City, Evert 
appeared with guest artists Mikhail Baryshnikov 
and Rudolf Nureyev on their world tour.

Dino DiSanto ’91
Chief of Staff for Representative David Joyce, 
United States House of Representatives

Matthew Joyce ’90
Americas Regional Director, Lubrizol

Dr. George L. Askew ‘81
Nation’ First Chief Medical Officer

Greg Rufus ‘74
CFO TransDigm Group Inc

Russo brothers at the 2013 San Diego Comic Con International in San Diego, California.
photo: Gage Skidmore



The University of Akron

The University of Alabama

Albion College

Allegheny College

American Academy of Dramatic Arts/West

American University

Amherst College

Arizona State University

The Art Institute of Atlanta

Ashland University

Auburn University

Ave Maria University

Baldwin Wallace University

Baylor University

Benedictine College

Bethany College

Bluffton University

Boise State University

Boston College

Boston University

Bowling Green State University

Canisius College

Capital University

Carnegie Mellon University

Carroll College (Montana)

Case Western Reserve University

The Catholic University of America

University of Central Florida

Central Michigan University

Central State University

Centre College

Chaminade University of Honolulu

College of Charleston

University of Chicago

University of Cincinnati

The Citadel, the Military College  
of South Carolina

Clemson University

Cleveland Institute of Art

Cleveland State University

Coastal Carolina University

University of Colorado 

Colorado State University

Columbia University

Cornell University

Creighton University

The Culinary Institute of America

Dartmouth College

Davenport University

University of Dayton

Defiance College

Denison University

DePaul University

University of Detroit Mercy

Dominican University

Drexel University

Duke University

Duquesne University

Earlham College

Eastern Connecticut State University

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  
Daytona Beach

Emerson College

Emory University

Fairfield University

The University of Findlay

Florida Atlantic University

Florida Institute of Technology

Florida International University

University of Florida

Fordham University 

Franciscan University of Steubenville

George Mason University

The George Washington University

Georgetown University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Georgia State University

University of Hartford

Harvard University

University of Hawaii 

Hawaii Pacific University

Heidelberg University

High Point University

Hillsdale College

Hiram College

Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Hocking College

Hofstra University

Howard University

University of Illinois 

Indiana University 

The University of Iowa

Jacksonville University

John Carroll University

Johns Hopkins University

Johnson C. Smith University

University of Kansas

Kaplan College

Kent State University

Kentucky State University

University of Kentucky

Kenyon College

Kettering University

Lake Erie College

Lake Forest College

University of Louisville

Lourdes University

Loyola University Chicago

Loyola University Maryland

Lynn University

Marietta College

Marquette University

Marshall University

Marymount University

Over the last five years, Benedictine students have  
been accepted to the most prestigious and diverse  
colleges and universities. 

The Future is Yours



Massachusetts Institute of Technology

University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Mercyhurst University

Miami University, 

University of Miami

Michigan State University

University of Michigan

Middlebury College

Midland University

Morehouse College

Muskingum University

New England Culinary Institute

New York University

The University of North Carolina  
at Chapel Hill

University of North Florida

University of Northern Colorado

Northwestern University

Northwood University

Norwich University

Notre Dame College of Ohio

University of Notre Dame

Oberlin College

Ohio Dominican University

Ohio Northern University

Ohio University

Ohio Wesleyan University

Otterbein University

Pennsylvania State University

University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

Princeton University

University of Puget Sound

Purdue University

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

University of Rhode Island

Robert Morris University

Rochester Institute of Technology

University of Rochester

College of Saint Benedict

University of San Diego

University of San Francisco

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia

Seton Hall University

Seton Hill University

Shawnee State University

Siena Heights University

University of Siena

University of South Alabama

University of South Carolina

South Dakota State University

Southern University and A&M College

Spartan College of Aeronautics & Technology

St. Bonaventure University

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary

St. Edward’s University

St. Francis University

St. John’s University

St. Joseph’s University

St. John’s University 

St. Louis University

St. Thomas More College

St. Vincent’s College

St. Xavier University

Stanford University

Syracuse University

The University of Tampa

Temple University

Tennessee State University

The Ohio State University

Thiel College

Thomas More College

Tiffin University

University of Toledo

Transylvania University

Trine University

Tulane University

United States Air Force Academy

United States Coast Guard Academy

United States Merchant Marine Academy

United States Military Academy - Army

United States Naval Academy

University of Mount Union

University of Northwestern

Ursuline College

Valparaiso University

Vanderbilt University

Vaughn College of Aeronautics and Technology

Villanova University

Virginia Military Institute

University of Virginia

Wabash College

Wake Forest University

Walsh University

Washington and Jefferson College

Washington University in St. Louis

Wayne State University

Weber State University

West Virginia University

Western Michigan University

Western Oklahoma State College

Westminster College

Wheeling Jesuit University

Wilberforce University

Williams College

Wilmington College

Winthrop University

University of Wisconsin

Wittenberg University

The College of Wooster

Wright State University

Yale University

Youngstown State University

The Future is Yours If you don’t go after what you want, you’ll never have it.  
If you don’t ask, the answer is always no. If you don’t step 
forward, you’re always in the same place.

– Nora Roberts



Benedictine High School
Office of Admissions

2900 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Cleveland, OH 44104

216-421-2080   
www.cbhs.edu


