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When I was a young monk, one of our priests gave the Abbey Christmas Day 
homily entitled “From the Crib to the Cross.” My initial response was one of 
surprise, shock and bewilderment. 

After all, Christmas is a day to celebrate the innocent and humble 
birth of the little baby Jesus in a stable at Nazareth where shepherds 
and angels greeted him. It’s about children anxiously awaiting 
Santa Claus on Christmas Eve night trying to stay awake to hear 
the reindeer hooves on the roof and to see the jolly old man in the 
red suit leaving them gifts and yet falling asleep before he arrived. 
Should they miss his visit, there was always the old back up plan of 
having mom baking cookies for him and leaving them with a cold 
glass of milk for Santa when he would arrive. It’s about waking up 
earlier on Christmas Day to open up gifts which Santa left them. 
It’s about going to church and seeing the beautiful crib Jesus laid 
in after his birth. It’s about singing Christmas songs like “Silent 
Night,” “O, Little Town of Bethlehem,” “Jingle Bells,” and other 
Christmas favorites. It’s about families coming together, some 
traveling far and wide, to rekindle their love and family bond. It’s 
about gathering together for a festive home cooked meal. It’s about 
a time of peace, love, joy and happiness.

However, the Cross and all that led up to Jesus’s death? The agony 
in the Garden, the rejection by the religious authorities and the 
people, the scourging, the crowning of thorns, the carrying of and 
being nailed to the Cross and ultimately Jesus’s death. That’s what 
we focus on during Lent, not Christmas! Christmas is a time of joy 
and happiness, not a time of sadness! Where was this priest going 
with this homily? He threw me a curve ball with mentioning the 
Cross on Christ’s birthday! To be honest with you, all that I could 
think about during his homily was the contrast between the Crib 
and the Cross. Even to this day, I can’t remember the message of 
his homily except for the title, “From the Crib to the Cross.”

This year as I reflected on my Christmas column, the focus of 
“From the Crib to the Cross” which I had heard so many years ago 
came roaring back to me. Somehow, the Spirit was directing me 
to reflect on this joyful/sorrowful paradox of Christ’s life and our 
own lives. The little baby Jesus, who even had angels present at his 
birth singing praises to God, would eventually grow up, gather His 
Twelve Apostles, proclaim God’s kingdom and presence among 
us, heal the sick and the suffering, while He himself suffered at the 
hands of others and eventually the most cruel death on the Cross, at 
which time many of his followers saw their own dreams and hopes 
disappear. Yet, only three days later, His followers experienced the 
greatest miracle of all time, a renewal of their faith and hope of 
God fulfilling His love for us, of eternal life with God through the 
Resurrection of His Son Jesus in their lives and the life of the world! 

I started to realize that not only is Christmas all about the birth of 
Christ, family gatherings, gifts, and all the anticipated excitement 

and joy on children’s faces as well as 
our own, but Christmas is also all 
about the birth of hope for those 
of us who are struggling in life, for 
those of us who are suffering and in 
pain, for those of us who are caught up in something beyond our 
control and wonder how we are going to get out of it. 

As we celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus, we are reminded that 
even in our struggles and sufferings, we celebrate the birth of hope, 
peace, joy and love for all of us, knowing that His love conquers all 
things, even our own struggles.

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and a very 
Happy New Year!

Peace,

Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB

Rt. Rev. Gary Hoover, OSB ’74 ABBOT GARY’S REFLECTION

Crib to Cross

A past Christmas at the abbey (L-R): Fr. Paschal Petcavage, OSB and  
Fr. Michael Brunovsky, OSB by the Crib.
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One of the special advantages of my role as president is interacting with 
our broader community and being part of the critical role that they play 
in educating and developing our young men. St. Benedict’s Hallmark of 
Community says that community is a group of individuals that learn from 
each other, respect each other, and use each other’s strengths to work 
together to serve the common good. 

Importantly for us, the common good is to serve the mission of the 
school. Our mission is to develop young men in mind, body and 
spirit to become the future leaders of their family, businesses and 
communities. I can think of few things that are more important for 
these young men, their families and society at large.

The magazine cover is a snapshot of those types of people who 
make up our contributing community — our students, their 
families, our monks, our faculty/staff/administrators/Trustees, 
our graduates and our friends. Over a typical week, here are my 
experiences with our Community in ACTION.

Saturday. My week started with the fun of the Booster Club’s 
Reverse Raffle. Parents and friends volunteering their time, talents 
and treasure provided a fun evening with the proceeds going to 
support our young men. There also were recent graduates helping 
and participating. My conversations centered on remembering the 
traditions of the past, discussing our plans and hearing optimism 
for the future. Importantly, even though my wife’s raffle number 
was knocked out near the end, I did manage to win a side board. 

Before going to the reverse raffle, we stopped at the Abbey to say 
hello to a friend of the Abbey who was having a Clam Bake with 
the monks. They were grateful to be part of our institution, going 
beyond financial support to enjoying being in our Community and 
sharing time with the monks. 

Sunday. Family and 
friends of those deceased in the Benedictine Community 
were remembered in a Mass followed by time to visit with each 
other. That is our usual mode — prayer and celebration of our 
Community. 

Monday. I met with a former graduate and now Board member 
for on-boarding. He met some of our students over lunch. When 
our graduates meet our students, we learn from each other and 
we move closer to achieving our mission. Later that day, an 
alum in college met with me to talk investment strategies for his 
media project and he’s already talking about structuring a school 
donation. 

Tuesday. The Executive Board of Trustees met to prepare for 
our November Board meeting. This team has great experience and 
these volunteers provide strategic guidance for the school because 
they believe in our mission. 

I took some time to watch the basketball practice. I saw discipline 
modeled and teamwork coached. A recent graduate who now 
coaches for us took the time to connect and tell me about how 
Benedictine developed him and how happy he is working in the 
Community as a coach and mentor.

Dr. Frank Bossu ’67

Dr. Frank Bossu ’67MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Shining a Light on 
Community

Families and friends pack the cafeteria at the annual reverse raffle.
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Wednesday. My School Leadership Team finalized plans to 
recognize Hall of Distinction (HOD) alumni who epitomize the 
professional leadership portion of our mission. They included time 
to meet our students and share their experiences. 

Thursday. I had the pleasure of accompanying our students and 
their faculty moderator to their entrepreneurship “PitchFest.” 
They were competing with about 20 other schools to have the best 
60-second sales pitch about the event’s host, the Western Reserve 
Historical Society. In my down time, I worked on my 60-second 
description of Benedictine. 

Entrepreneurship students wait to present their elevator pitches at 2017 
Pitch Fest.

Dr. Albert Lewandowski ’69, Mark Sfiligoj ’71, Ron Trzcinski ’62, and Ross 
Farro ’61, 2017 Hall of Distinction inductees, pose for a picture.

That evening I met with a parent who had taken the initiative 
to think about how our students could be of service to our 
neighborhood. Later, I had the privilege of talking to several 
parents and students as they waited their turn to talk to their 
teacher at the Parent-Teacher conferences.

Friday. I met with the new President of Beaumont for 
introductions and discussions about how we could help each 
other achieve our missions. That was followed by Vespers and a 
Blue and White Gala-sponsored dinner for some of the school’s 
friends. The host had invited some of their friends who, as they 
became familiar with our mission, could expand our Community. 
Benedictine, travel and kids were the topics of my evening.

Saturday. My wife and I attended the One Day University 
lecture at the Cleveland Museum of Art on the power of 
resilience. Typical of being immersed in a Community that I love, 
my thoughts turned to how my learnings could help grow our 
Benedictine Community and achieve our mission. 

I trust you can see yourself in one of my rich community 
encounters or you could picture yourself on the cover. Please 
continue to reflect on our mission and let me know how you 
can help us achieve it for our current and future generations of 
students. 

On behalf of the school’s community, have a wonderful holiday.

Doc Bossu ’67

Dr. Frank Bossu and his wife, Nancy
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Where do monks come from? No one is born a monk. God places a mysterious call or vocation in the hearts of men whom 
He invites to make the ultimate gift of their entire life to His service and to the service of their fellow pilgrims on earth. He 
provides them with the necessary grace to accept that call, but, because it is an act of freely given love, He cannot compel 
someone to serve Him.

In every monastic community, one monk is usually assigned 
the responsibility of being the vocation director. This fall Abbot 
Gary Hoover, OSB named Fr. Thomas Sanders, OSB as the new 
vocation director for Saint Andrew Abbey. Fr. Thomas professed 
his first vows as a Benedictine monk in 2010 and was ordained 
a priest in 2016. He is currently doing graduate studies at John 
Carroll University in preparation for joining the faculty of 
Benedictine High School.

As vocation director, Fr. Thomas will seek to accompany 
candidates in their spiritual journey to discern God’s will in their 
lives and to help them recognize if God is calling them to the 
Benedictine monastic life. He will invite other monks to assist him 
in this work from time to time. A number of the monks of Saint 
Andrew’s Abbey are graduates of Benedictine High School, but 
others are not. Fr. Thomas graduated from Brookside High School 
in Lorain County. 

How does someone become a Benedictine monk? First, he must 
be a practicing, baptized Catholic between the ages of 20 and 45. 
He must have at least average intellectual abilities and good health 
and have no significant obligations including financial. Candidates 
for monastic life come for one or several visits where they join the 
monks for evening prayer and then supper. Eventually they are 
invited to spend longer periods of time like a weekend using 
the monastery guest rooms. 

Sometimes the vocation director will organize a weekend 
retreat for interested candidates that begins Friday evening 
and ends on Sunday afternoon. These “Living with Benedict” 
weekends give a young man an opportunity to step back from 
his everyday lifestyle and experience more closely life 
inside the monastery. 

When a candidate has visited the monastic 
community for a number of times and has 
had time to reflect and pray about discerning 
God’s will, he can ask to apply to become 
a postulant. If the vocation director feels 
that the young man demonstrates the 
qualities needed in monastic life like 
prayerfulness, humility, willingness to 
work, charity, and zeal for good works, 

then he is asked to submit necessary documents from his parish 
and from others who can testify to his good qualities.

If accepted as a postulant, the candidate moves into the monastery 
for the next six months. If all is going well, he petitions to become 
a novice. If accepted, he receives a religious name and parts of 
the Benedictine habit. For one year, the novice does not leave the 
monastery of his own accord. At the end of 12 months, if accepted 
by the community, he professes vows valid for three years. Three 
additional years of formation follow before the new monk makes a 
lifetime connection.

Currently, Tom Corrigan, 37, of Hinckley, Ohio has been living 
as a postulant at St. Andrew Abbey since June. He graduated 
from Highland High School in 1998 and earned a degree in 
biology from the University of Akron in 2003. He is a member of 
Our Lady of Grace Parish in Hinckley. He explains his decision 
to explore Benedictine life this way, “My faith has gotten more 
important to me over the years and after reading some of the lives 
of the saints, monastic life seemed like a good way to make Christ 
the main focus of my life.”

Fr. Thomas can be reached at: Thomas@standrewabbey.org.

The Monastic Vocation:  
The Ultimate Gift of Self to God

Abbey Vocation Director 
Fr. Thomas Sanders, OSB 
(left) and Postulant Tom 
Corrigan (right).

ST. ANDREW ABBEY VocationsST. ANDREW ABBEY
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Alumnus Paul Gnatowski ’15 of St. Vincent’s College in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania (center) and Dan LaPolla of the University of Dayton
(right) assist Brother Louis Carey, OSB ’88 with Easter decorations 
for the abbey church during their 2017 Holy Week visit to the abbey.

In the late 1950s, vocation director Fr. Placid Pientek, OSB welcomed some vocation candidates to the abbey. 

VISITING ABBOTS

During the week of November 12, Saint Andrew Abbey 

welcomed some important Benedictine monastic visitors. 

In the photo (L-R): Prior Justin McCreedy, OSB of Saint 

Martin’s Abbey in Lacey, Washington; Abbot Gary Hoover, 

OSB; Abbot President Elias Lorenzo, OSB, Abbot-

President of the American Cassinese Congregation; and 

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, OSB of St. Gregory’s Abbey 

in Shawnee, Oklahoma. Abbot President Elias oversees 

the 20 monasteries in the United States associated with 

the first Benedictine abbey in this country — St. Vincent’s 

Archabbey in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. Over 700 monks are 

members of these monastic communities. Abbot Lawrence 

and Prior Justin were assigned to conduct the official 

Visitation of St. Andrew’s Abbey, a practice that occurs 

every four years when each monk is privately interviewed 

and other examinations occur to assess the strengths and 

weaknesses of the community. 
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ST. ANDREW ABBEY Inside the CloisterST. ANDREW ABBEY

In Chapter 31 of the Rule of St. Benedict, the holy founder admonishes his monks to “regard 
all utensils and goods of the monastery as sacred vessels of the altar, aware that nothing is to 
be neglected.” In holding up the “sacred vessels of the altar” as the standard for a high quality 
of care, St. Benedict indirectly shows the importance of the monk who serves the community 
as sacristan.

In a church the sacristy is out of the sight of the congregation. It 
is the room that houses the sacred vessels and vestments used for 
liturgical ceremonies. The sacristan is the person in charge of the 
sacristy. In Saint Andrew Abbey the sacristy is hidden from the 
view of visitors, but is close down the hall from the narthex or 
gathering space outside the inner entrance of the abbey church.

Prior to the construction of the “new church” in 1984-85, the 
sacristy was located one floor lower in back of the former abbey 
choir chapel. After the construction of the new church, the choir 
chapel became the abbey library and the old sacristy became the 
new Slovak Institute. 

Serving as the abbey sacristan for over 20 years is Brother Gabriel 
Balazovic, OSB who professed his first vows in 1981 after coming 
to Cleveland from Toronto where he worked as a lab technician at 
the University of Toronto. He had come from his native Slovakia 
in 1967 to visit his aunt in Toronto during the brief loosening of 
restrictions at that time in what was then a communist country. 
After his visit he decided to stay in Canada and was never able to 
legally return to his family in Slovakia until after the fall of Soviet 
communism in 1989. 

As a member of Saints Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic 
Church in Toronto, Brother Gabriel (then known as Julian 
Balazovic), often assisted Felician Sister Michaelette in decorating 
the church for major feast days like Christmas and Easter. A 
meticulous and creative decorator, Sister Michaelette instilled in her 
young assistant the conviction that “it is a privilege to take care of 
God’s house” and that we should always do “all for Jesus.”

Brother Gabriel points out that 
there are many duties that fall 
to the sacristan. Not only must 
he lay out the proper vestments 
and vessels for each day’s Mass, 
but also make sure that the altar 
linens and albs are laundered, 
that all needed candles and 
altar wine are ordered, and that 
sufficient hosts are obtained from 
the cloistered Poor Clare Nuns of 
Perpetual Adoration at St. Paul’s 
Shrine at East 40th and Euclid Avenues. 

The sacristan must also prepare the church for special events like 
weddings and funerals. Brother Gabriel points out that “the most 
work is done for Holy Week with many ceremonies close together 
requiring special vestments and vessels.” Flowers are ordered 
according to the various liturgical seasons from nearby Orban’s 
Flowers on Buckeye Road. 

Brother Gabriel does get some assistance from the abbey’s 
seminarians when they are home from classes at St. Vincent’s 
Seminary in Pennsylvania. He also is assisted by any postulants 
or novices who are in training at the abbey. Recently, a crew of 
volunteers from St. Gabriel’s Church in Concord, Ohio have come 
to help clean the church and choir stalls before Christmas due to 
the kindness of BHS alumnus Chris Siemen ’79.

Cloister Close-up – The Sacristy 

Sacristan Bro. Gabriel displays gold 
vessels used for the abbey liturgies.

In 1959, Fr. Marian Sabo, OSB points out symbolism on a chasuable 
used at Mass to his theology students (L-R): Addison Anderson, Paul 
Stano, Robert Petzko, and Richard Heckman.

Today, Fr. Michael Brunovsky, OSB points out symbolism on a chasuable 
used at Mass to his theology students (L-R): Nicodemus Stary, Yohann 
Ahyi, Nathan Mitchell, and Deshaun Valentine.
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Record Crowd for 
Abbey Benefit
The 2017 Abbey Benefit was held on September 24, 2017 at the Croatian 
Lodge in Eastlake, Ohio with over 275 in attendance, the largest crowd 
in recent years.  This event raises funds for the support of the monks of 
Saint Andrew Abbey.  The afternoon began with Mass celebrated by Abbot 
Gary and priests from the abbey followed by a delicious ethnic dinner, 
silent auction, Fr. Gerard’s spirited live auction, performances by the 
Lucina Slovak Dance Troupe, and music and dancing.

Abbey Benefit ST. ANDREW ABBEY

Brother Nicholas Spisak, OSB and his 

parents Eleanore and Steve Spisak of 

Parma Heights. Peter Osenar ’58 and his wife Sue from Willoughby Hills.

Fr. Michael Brunovsky, OSB 

and Barbara Trcka

Friends of the abbey are welcomed to join the monks for their 9:00 pm Christmas Eve celebration 
of the monastic hour of Vigils and Mass of the Nativity on Sunday evening, December 24. Call your 
reservations into Rose at 216-721-5300, ext. 100. Christmas morning Mass is celebrated with the 
monastic hour of Lauds at 7:10 am and is open to the public with no reservations needed.

The Lucina Slovak Children’s Folklore Ensemble 

of Cleveland

FALL FEAST
AN ANNUAL BENEFIT FOR SAINT ANDREW ABBEY

Marvin and Carol Pozdol

Fr. Dismas Boeff, OSB ’66 gathers with a rare photo of all of his siblings:  
(L-R) Mary Lelko (sister), David Boeff (brother), Fr. Dismas, Nancy Boeff (sister), 

and Barbara Demaline (sister). 
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Mrs. Sue Zulandt

SUMMER 

During the summer, seven juniors represented Benedictine at the Hugh O’Brien Youth 
Leadership (HOBY) seminar at Youngstown State University. HOBY’s mission is to 
inspire and develop our global community of youth and volunteers to a life dedicated 
to leadership, service and innovation. Our students attending were Derek Berdysz, John 
Bufford, Cody Colon, Anthony Kusnerik, Andrew Schiffer and Johnny Shell.

In addition, three juniors were selected to participate in Look Up to Cleveland. Junior 
Andrew Schiffer completed the summer session of the program and juniors Kevin Hurst 
and Krisjon Spring will be completing the program during the school year.

GUEST SPEAKERS

Our first speaker this fall was Norbert “Nobby” Lewandowski (Mr. Benedictine 1955). 
He presented his life experiences, shared his successful entrepreneurial ventures, and 
expanded on his personal challenges. By wrapping wisdom in a package of wit, music and 
humor, he captured the crowd.

Josh Rivedal dealt with a difficult but important topic: Suicide. During his presentation, 
he highlighted his own struggle with his father’s tragic suicide, his own depression and 
suicidal thoughts and an overview of his own recovery.

Justin Fatica with his Hard as Nails Program and his team delivered a powerful message 
to our student body. God intends each of us to live amazing lives and touch the hearts of 
others in extraordinary ways. Their message, “YOU’RE AMAZING,” impacted the whole 
student body and left a positive impression on our young men.

ENGINEERING SPEAKERS

Gregory Kalata is a lead engineer and loves his job directing a team of cross functional 
engineers on multiple projects. He shared the importance of problem solving as a baseline 
for everything that is engineered. He stressed that integrity, quality, striving for excellence, 
teamwork, collaboration, and concise communication are the components of successful 
engineers.

Nancy Uridil is a civil engineer. She has worked with Proctor and Gamble, Clinique 
and Moen. She shared the significance of problem solving and stressed the importance 
of finding something about which each student is passionate. She also challenged our 
students to take advantage of every opportunity in high school as well as college.

In conclusion, we have had a great beginning! Please take the time to stop in and visit 
Benedictine. 

God Bless, 
Sue Zulandt, Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Principal’s Message

Mrs. Sue Zulandt

Dear Friends of Benedictine,

It’s hard to believe that we have finished our first quarter 
and are already into the second. Christmas is just around 
the corner. We hit the ground running and are off to a 
GREAT start. 

ENGINEERING 
CHALLENGE
The Marshmallow Tower 
Engineering Challenge
The second engineering challenge 
of the year involved teams of four 
students creating the tallest possible 
tower. Students were given only 
20 pieces of spaghetti, one yard 
of string, one yard of tape and a 
marshmallow. The tower had to 
support the marshmallow for 30 
seconds without collapsing. There 
were eleven groups or teams that 
competed. Each group planned, 
designed, constructed and tested 
their towers. Four teams earned 
prizes. The winning towers ranged 
from 19 inches to 29 inches tall. 
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HOMECOMING COURT 2017
Over 250 of our Bengal Nation attended the Homecoming Starlit Masquerade 
Ball. A GIANT thank-you to all who volunteered their time, treasure and talent 
to make it extraordinary. Special thanks to Mrs. Rozman and Mrs. Kathy Perry 
for their leadership in this successful event! 

SENIOR NIGHT
All 40 Seniors and their families were recognized at our last regular season football 
game. They represent our soccer, golf, football, and band programs.

NOBBY 
LEWANDOWSKI 
Famed motivational speaker and 
Mr. Benedictine of 1955, Nobby 
Lewandowski made a return visit 
to his Alma Mater on Tuesday, 
September 12, 2017 to make a 
lively presentation (with audience 
participation) on the concept 
of “Self Esteem.” He shared his 
personal story of overcoming 
stuttering to go on to establish a 
very successful accounting firm. He 
concluded by leading the student 
body in a upbeat rendition of 
the “Theme Song for Stutterers” 
— “Barbara Ann.” Nobby also 
arranged for Benedictine’s varsity 
baseball team to have 100 years’ use 
of Nobby’s Field, the state-of-the-
art baseball park he established on 
the campus for CWRU.

Derek Berdysz ’19, Matt Stauffer ’20, John Dosen ’18, and Luke Beltavski ’21 pose for a 
group picture with their dates.
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Nick, along with his partner and fellow 
classmate Mike Gibson ’04, applied a 
polymer coating that forms a seamless, 
monolithic membrane that is durable and 
waterproof. It reflects sunlight and provides 
insulation, thus reducing energy costs. 

The entire gymnasium roof project was 
completed in time for school by New View 
Roofing, the company that Royer and 
Gibson formed a few years ago in Dallas, 
Texas. Upon graduation from BHS, Royer 
was given an opportunity to move to Dallas 
and work with a local roofing company. 
With the constant hail storms and frequent 
tornados, it didn’t take him long to realize 
that the city didn’t need just another 
roofing company, but they needed one that 
genuinely could develop the reputation 
for being ethical (from the Benedictine 
tradition) and hardworking.

Around that time Royer’s classmate and 
friend Mike Gibson was ending his Air 
Force career and saw wisdom in Royer’s 
concept of an honest roofing company. 
“Growing up working with my dad in 
his hardware store (in Shaker Heights), I 
understood how important it is to take care 
of customers and how that creates repeat 
business for years,” Gibson explained.

As the business took off, more partners 
were needed. Soon Mike’s brother Patrick 
Gibson ’02 joined them. Eventually five 
other Benedictine alumni took up the offer 
to move to Dallas and join the team. Gavin 
Whitely ’06, Rick Benedict ’03, Kevin 
Mylott ’03, Andy Hradisky ’03, and Mike 
Hradisky ’04 all came on board to share 
the common goal. Now with over 4,000 
residential roofs complete, they are well 
on their way with the Benedictine ideal of 
“prayer and work” uniting them. 

New Gym Roof from BHS Alumni
December, rather than July, is the time of the year when you hear songs about jolly old Saint Nick “up on the house top.” 
However, it was July when alumnus Nick Royer ’04 was up on the roof of Benedictine’s gymnasium sealing the 1962 
covering that just started to leak in the past year. 

New gym roof coating shines in the summer sun.

BHS southern alums (L-R): Pat Gibson ’02, Nick Royer ’04, and Mike Gibson ’04.

BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL BHS News
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BHS News BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Four Inducted into Hall of Distinction
On Saturday, November 18, 2017, the seventh annual induction ceremony took place for the Benedictine Hall of Distinction 
which honors BHS alumni who have left their mark in their particular occupation as recognized by their peers. This year’s 
inductees who gathered with family and friends at the Norton Gallery of the Western Reserve Historical Society were Ross 
Farro ’61, Dr. Albert Lewandowski ’69, Mark Sfiligoj ’71, and Ron Trzcinski ’62.

Ross Farro, ’61 BUSINESS

Thirty-five years ago, Cleveland was 
a much different place. Slowly 
recovering from the urban problems 
of the 70’s, the city was stabilizing 
but not growing. Only a few 
risk-takers saw the potential of a 
great rebound for the once exciting 
metropolis. Ross Farro, ’61, was one 
of them. He was one of the first 

developers to invest in Playhouse Square, specifically the 
U.S. Bank Center. He developed more than two million 
square feet of office space in Northeast Ohio, including the 
Rockside Road corridor. Farro Enterprises, with Ross as 
CEO, was Greater Cleveland’s most active developer from 
1982-90, with over $130 million in development costs.

Ross has found equal success in the restaurant business after 
selling his real estate portfolio in 1996. In 1994, Ross became 
a franchisee of T.G.I. Fridays and his company, Cleveland 
Restaurant Operations, now own seven T.G.I. Fridays in 
Northeast Ohio and western Pennsylvania. He also became 
a franchisee for Baja Fresh Mexican Grill in Oregon and 
Washington with his business partner Ed Casey, at one 
time owning 21 stores before selling them in 2013. The top 
hamburger place in Chicago, Kuma’s Corner, in two locations 
in the city, is also one of Ross’ restaurants. Ross is also about 
to open his fourth Blaze Pizza, voted the top casual restaurant 
in the United States, and owned in part by LeBron James. 

Ross grew up on the east side of Cleveland with his brothers 
Angelo ’58, Charles ’67, and Tom ’71, all graduates of 
Benedictine. He was named All-Ohio for his talent on the 
baseball diamond and was offered a baseball scholarship 
from Ohio University, from which he graduated with a dual 
major in accounting and finance.

The national association of commercial realtors, NAIOP, 
has honored Ross several times with a Lifetime Achievement 
and awards of excellence. The Cleveland Theater District, 
Independence Chamber of Commerce and the American 
Society of Landscape Architects have all recognized Ross’ 
achievements.

Dr. Albert  Lewandowski, ’69  
LIFE SCIENCES

Not many visitors at the zoo in 1969 
could’ve guessed that the young man 
taking tickets at the main gate, then 
a roll-up garage door, would one day 
be the zoo’s chief veterinarian. But 
the young man, Al Lewandowski, 
was beginning a career which would 
see him make stellar contributions 
to Cleveland and the field of 
veterinary medicine.

Since 1989, Dr. Lewandowski has been the Head of 
Veterinary Services at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, the 
first in the history of the zoo to hold the position full-
time. Al oversees the world-class veterinary services team, 
collaborates with the Conservation and Science team on 
research and works with the education staff. He also holds 
the David Steffee Chair in Veterinary Medicine at the Sarah 
Allison Steffee Center for Zoological Medicine. Al was also 
instrumental in the design and construction of the center. In 
addition, he is also a clinical instructor in Avian and Exotic 
Animal Medicine at Cuyahoga Community College.

Over 30 articles and lectures bear his name as author or 
co-author or speaker in scientific journals or seminars. He is 
accredited to inspect zoos and chaired inspection teams six 
times for the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. He is an 
associate editor of the Journal of Zoo & Wildlife Medicine. 
Al serves on numerous boards and committees, including 
Cuyahoga Community College’s Medical Advisory Board 
for the Veterinary Technician Program, the state of Ohio’s 
Dangerous Wild Animal Advisory Committee, the Ad Hoc 
Restricted Species Technical Advisory Committee of the 
Ohio Dept. of Agriculture, and the Dangerous Wild Animal 
Response Team of Cuyahoga County.

Al’s story started in the Fleet Ave. area of Cleveland, where 
he grew up. At Benedictine, Al was an honors student and a 
member of the yearbook staff. He graduated with a B.S. in 
zoology in 1973 and a doctorate in veterinary medicine in 
1978, both from Ohio State University. 
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Mark Sfiligoj, ’71 JOURNALISM

In the late 1960’s, no one could read an 
article in The Bennet by Mark Sfiligoj 
and not know where he stood on an 
issue. He was a columnist and editor of 
the school newspaper whose poignant 
writing tackled the turbulent social 
issues of the 60’s and issues in the 
school. His strong and unflinching 
voice was often a mixture of a deep 
commitment, humor and common 

sense. It’s no wonder, then, that Mark would become an 
editorial leader of one of the country’s most honored 
publishing companies for ethical standards, Kiplinger, Inc.

Mark was Managing Editor of Kiplinger’s Business Forecasting 
Group, a company that dates back to 1920. 

Kiplinger publications received one of three American Business 
Ethics Awards given by the Society of Financial Service 
Professionals in 2001. In 2007 & 2008, Ethisphere magazine 
named Kiplinger as “one of America’s most ethical companies.” 
Kiplinger publications are unique in that they are managed by 
journalists rather than business professionals.

Mark’s career path began at St. Gregory the Great elementary 
school in South Euclid, then to Benedictine where he ran 
cross country and track and had the lead in a few plays. His 
interest in writing and journalism was fostered by his work as a 
columnist and editor on The Bennet. 

From Benedictine, Mark went to Kent State University where 
he studied journalism and wrote for The Kent Stater and served 
as entertainment editor. He later wrote and edited for Scene 
Magazine and the Kent-Ravenna Record Courier. 

In 1987, Kiplinger Washington Editors hired Mark as editor 
of The Kiplinger Texas Letter and an associate editor of The 
Kiplinger Washington Letter, where he covered Capitol Hill, the 
executive branch and national politics. In 1999 he was named 
deputy Managing Editor and, in 2015, promoted to Managing 
Editor of Kiplinger’s Business Forecasting Group. In 2014, he 
was elected to Kiplinger’s Board of Directors. He opted for 
semi-retirement this year but continues to write for Kiplinger’s 
publications.

Ron Trzcinski, ’62 BUSINESS

St. Benedict and Ron Trzcinski, founder 
and CEO of the Original Mattress 
Factory, have something in common—
they both instruct their employees to 
“Listen!” That’s what the saint starts his 
famous Rule with and that’s a core 
element of The Original Mattress 
Factory, one of the country’s most 
respected mattress companies. The 
client-centered, quality-based, no 

middleman philosophy has made it unique as well as successful.

The Original Mattress Factory was named the number one 
mattress store and the number one mattress brand by Consumer 
Reports in 2013. It has been consistently ranked as one of 
the top mattress stores in the nation. It has 11 factories, 100 
showrooms and over 400 employees across the country. All of 
this stems from hard work, business skills and a philosophy that 
emphasizes quality, integrity and win-win solution. Customers 
are educated, not pressured, and the product comes directly 
from the factory without a middleman, which keeps costs 
down. Part of the mission of the company is to provide a “win-
win” outcome for customers and the company.

The seeds for the Original Mattress Factory came in 1988 after 
Ron left his position as President and Chief Operating Officer 
of the world’s largest mattress company, The Ohio Mattress 
Co., producer of Sealy and Stearns & Foster mattresses. But 
new investors in the company had a “cash is king” philosophy 
Ron shunned so, true to his values, he left Ohio Mattress and 
formed a company based on integrity, honesty and quality, or 
“always do the right thing.”

Ron began his journey in Slavic Village, Sacred Heart of Jesus 
parish, then attended Benedictine, where he was captain of the 
bowling team. 

Ron attended Cleveland State University and graduated in 
1969. Ron received his MBA at the Darden School of Business 
at the University of Virginia graduating at the top of his class.

Among his numerous honors and awards, Ron was recognized 
as a “Prominent Alumnus” of the University of Virginia’s 
Darden Business school by Business Week in 1986. Magnificat 
High School has inducted him into their Hall of Fame, and he 
is also in Benedictine’s Hall of Honors. 
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 Legacy Gift BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Smith Family Faculty Impact Grant
Of all the various characteristics or hallmarks of a Benedictine education, the concept of community is one that most 
Benedictine schools very successfully convey. It is usually referred to as the family spirit that rubs off on the students, parents, 
and faculty. Sometimes the Benedictine “family spirit” has such a strong influence that it creates thoroughly Benedictine families. 

Such is the case with the Smith family and 
the origin of the Smith Family Faculty 
Impact Grant that has been awarded 
annually to one member of the BHS 
teaching staff since 2012. Initiated by 
alumnus and former immediate past BHS 
Board of Trustees chairman Andy Smith 
’78, it reflects a family deeply influenced by 
the Benedictine spirit.

First, Andy’s father David A. Smith grew 
up in Chicago, Illinois and graduated 
from Marmion Military Academy run 
by the Benedictine monks of Marmion 
Abbey. This Benedictine connection 
would continue when David and his wife 
Rita moved to Cleveland. They became 
members of Gesu Parish in University 
Heights where his children attended grade 
school. Dave was thrilled when two of 
his sons, Andy, and later Dan, decided to 
attend the Home of Champions with its 
Benedictine “family spirit.”

Andy Smith graduated from BHS in 1978 
and Dan Smith got his diploma in 1982. 
Later the two sons of their brother Brian, 
Dylan Smith ’06 and Riley Smith ’08, 
also became proud Men of Benedictine. In 
the meantime, Dave Smith retired from an 
executive position at Swagelok Company 
and served as the business manager of 
Benedictine High School from 1995-2000.

Although living in Chicago, Andy became 
an active BHS alumnus and donor 
immediately after graduating from college 
and marrying his wife Annie. He had many 
discussions with his father about the lack of 
discretionary money in the school budget 
that could motivate creativity and initiative 
among the faculty. 

During the capital campaign for the Bossu 
Field which began in 2009, with the U.S. 
recession placing enormous pressure on 
the BHS operating budget, Andy asked 

Fr. Gerard, who was president at the 
time, about faculty morale and Fr. Gerard 
explained a new faculty award that was 
created to honor each year one teacher who 
went “above and beyond” the call of duty. It 
carried with it a $75 gift certificate.

Andy called his father and they jointly 
developed the concept of an “impact 
grant” to be funded by the Smith family. 
Determined by a select committee from 
nominations submitted in the spring, the 
Smith Family Faculty Impact Grant is a 
$5,000 after-tax award, given to a single 
individual teacher who has demonstrated 
creativity and initiative in improving the 
“mission of excellence” of Benedictine High 
School. The award is announced each May 
at the annual Honors Assembly in front of 
the entire faculty and student body. 

David Smith, who has made the annual 
presentation of the award, explains that 
“if Benedictine is going to continue to be 
an outstanding school, we must do things 
better than other schools and offer things 

that other schools do not offer.” The Smith 
Family Faculty Impact Grant is sponsored 
by Andy Smith ’78, Dan Smith ’82, Dylan 
Smith ’06, Riley Smith ’08, David Smith 
and Clare Smith Long, Esq.

The winners have been: Mark Francioli 
(2012) for establishing the Hall of 
Distinction, Fr. Michael Brunovsky, 
OSB (2013) for developing BHS’s active 
membership in Junior State of America 
(JSA), Josh Chenoweth (2014) for 
enhancing the music program with a 
performance trip to Rome and establishing 
the new computer music lab, Dr. Frank 
Bossu (2015) for his work in obtaining 
a grant of $100,000 from Lubrizol, 
Rob Stircula (2016) for his work with 
developing the Entrepreneurship Club 
and obtaining the Veale grant, and a joint 
award (2017) given both to Rob Ryan and 
Mike Fink ($5,000 each) for their work 
respectively in STEM initiatives and the 
development of the BHS lacrosse program 
and its impact on enrollment.

Members of the Smith family gather for Rita Smith’s 80th birthday party on October 22, 2016. 
(L-R): Drew (Andy’s son), Andy, Fr. Gerard, Rita, David, and Annie (Andy’s wife).
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Gift of $250,000 to Abbey and BHSBENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Ray and Eleanor Smiley Honor Bishop 
Roger with Gifts to Catholic Schools 
July 17 is the Feast of Saint Andrew Svorad, a 10th century Slavic monk for whom Saint Andrew Abbey is named. This 
year the feast day took on an added reason for joy and gratitude as the abbey and Benedictine High School received a 
surprise gift of $250,000 to benefit both institutions from Ray and Eleanor Smiley, friends of the monastic community 
and well-known local benefactors of Catholic education.

The generous gift was part of a wider 
distribution of funds to eight Catholic 
high schools and two colleges connected 
with members of the Smiley family 
both in the diocese of Cleveland and 
out of state. However, the common 
denominator was that Ray and his 
wife Eleanor were inspired by our 
own Bishop Roger Gries, OSB and 
his lifelong dedication to Catholic 
education. Ray explained, “Eleanor and 
I were inspired to make this donation 
as a way of crowning the lifelong efforts 
of Bishop Roger to promote the value 
of a good Catholic education. After all, 
he has spent most of his life working in 
Catholic education.”

Although he is an alumnus of Holy 
Name High School, Ray got to know 
Benedictine when Abbot 
Roger offered him a seat 
on the Abbey Advisory 
Board in the 1980s. 

Through his involvement with the abbot 
and the abbey, Ray eventually learned of 
the work of BHS and its determination 
to remain in the Buckeye neighborhood 
through many challenges to continue to 
offer a Catholic, college prep education 
to both urban and suburban students 
in a setting where students learn to 
understand and appreciate one another 
as children of God.

Married for 65 years, Ray and Eleanor 
have 8 children, 20 grandchildren, 
and one angel who passed away from 
leukemia when she was only two 
years old. A graduate of John Carroll 
University, where he served on the 
Board of Directors for a number of 
years, Ray worked as a senior accountant 
at Price Waterhouse, Chief Financial 

Officer for McDowell-Wellman 
Engineering Company, Senior Manager 
of Deloitte LLP, Chief Financial 
Officer and Vice-President of Gilford 
Instrument Laboratories and Chief 
Financial Officer of Bearings, Inc. (now 
called Applied Industrial Technologies 
NYSC) from which he retired in 1992. 
In 2013, Ray and Eleanor agreed to 
fund a $2.5 million endowed chair 
of Business Ethics at John Carroll 
University.

Ray and Eleanor were honored at 
Benedictine’s 2015 Blue and White 
Gala. The Smiley family have also 
shared past Blue and White Gala 
auction prizes of fall clambakes with 
the monks of St. Andrew Abbey. This 
past May, Ray and Eleanor received 
the Philanthropist Leadership Award 
from the Cleveland Chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals.

Bishop Roger Gries, 
OSB thanks Ray and 
Eleanor Smiley for 
their generous 
support of Catholic 
education and 
Benedictine.
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At the time of Benedictine High School’s founding in 1927, 
there were over 20,000 Italian immigrants in Cleveland in six 
major concentrated neighborhoods. A majority of the Italian 
neighborhoods were on the east side and soon they began sending 
their sons to BHS from parishes like St. Marian’s (Cedar Road and 
East 107th Street), Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (East) off Woodland 
Avenue, Holy Rosary (Little Italy), Our Lady of Peace (off 
Shaker Square), Epiphany (Union Avenue), and Holy Redeemer 
(Collinwood).

The first student with an Italian surname at BHS was Edward 
Parilo who came from Our Lady of Peace School in 1929 and 
graduated in 1933. His father Dominic was a stonecutter as were 
many Italian immigrants who settled near Lakeview Cemetery to 
produce monuments and furnishings for churches, government 
buildings, and private homes. 

Two Italian-American alumni of the Class of 1940 died heroically 
in World War II. Michael Piunno and Sam Scaravelli both came 
from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish off Woodland Avenue. Both 
died for their country in 1945. Michael Piunno was killed in 
action on the Rhone River in Germany. Sam Scaravelli was killed 
in the line of duty as a medic for the 95th Division.

In 1953, Benedictine named an Italian-American from 
Monongahela, Pennsylvania, Augie Bossu, to its coaching staff. 
For the next 50 years, Coach Bossu made his mark as the most 
winning high school football coach in Ohio leading the Bengals 
to three state championships. He was inducted into the Northern 
Ohio Italian Association (NOIA) Hall of Fame in 2003 along with 
alumnus Judge Anthony O. Calabrese, Jr. of the Class of 1953. 
Later in 1994, Judge Calabrese would be the first Italian alumnus 
inducted into the Benedictine Hall of Honors to be followed by 
Albert Santilli ’65 and John DiPaola ’78.

In 1956, Tom Rini, was elected the fourth 
“Mr. Benedictine” and the first Italian-
American to receive our school’s top honor. 
Nine more Italian “Mr. Benedictines” 
would follow. A year earlier in 1955, a 
young graduate of Collinwood High School 
and John Carroll University, Mr. Vince 
Francioli joined the BHS social studies 
department. Not only would he remain on 

The Italian Connection 
Even though the 1940 cornerstone of Benedictine High School is written in the Slovak language and early student 
valedictorian speeches were delivered in both English and Slovak, the community of the Home of Champions has been 
a melting pot of cultures and nationalities over its 90-year history. One of the most evident cultural groups that grew in 
numbers, especially beginning in the 1950’s, were the Italian-Americans who attended BHS.

the teaching staff as a popular instructor for the next decade, but 
in 1977, his son Mr. Mark Francioli of the Class of 1971, would 
return to his Alma Mater and leave his “mark” on the English 
department and the school in general for the next four decades. 

Also in the early 1950s, Anthony Starvaggi would emigrate as 
a child from his native Sicily with his parents, Guido and Nancy 
Scaffidi who would open a restaurant in Little Italy in 1961 known 
as Mama Santa’s, named after Nancy’s mother Santa Ignazzito. 

continued on page 18

Vince Francioli (L) and his son Mark ’71 (R) – represent almost a half 
century of teaching at BHS.

BHS alumnus Anthony Starvaggi ’67, owner of Mama Santa’s restaurant 
in Little Italy, welcomes current BHS seniors (L-R): Pat Fleming, Evan 
Comella, and Vic Ferrante.

Tom Rini ’56
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Anthony began working at the restaurant when he was 11 years old. 
Eventually he attended Benedictine High School and graduated 
in 1967. Now 50 years later, Anthony and his wife Pina and their 
four children continue to own and operate Mama Santa’s which is a 
popular stop for many Benedictine current students and alumni.

The tradition of having the “Saint Joseph’s Table” also developed 
among the Italian students at Benedictine in the 1960’s. This 
custom of having a special meal called “la tavala di San Giuseppe” 
on March 19, the Feast of St. Joseph, has its origins in Sicily. 
According to legend, the meal was a “thank you” to St. Joseph for 
his intercession in ending a devastating drought.  It is meant to be 
a shared celebration with the entire community and that is how 
St. Joseph’s Day continues to be celebrated at Benedictine. The 
Italian Heritage Club sponsors the special meal, but all students are 
invited to participate.

With Mark Francioli serving as perennial chairman of the English 
department beginning in the 1980’s, another academic legacy 
began in 1977 when alumnus Rick DiGeronimo ’73 joined the 
math department where he has been teaching freshman algebra 
with passion and dedication for a remarkable 40 years. Rick also 
became a Benedictine bus driver and continues to assist his brother 
alumnus David DiGeronimo ’80, who has served as mechanic of 
the Benedictine bus fleet since 1985 utilizing his almost miraculous 
expertise to keep the Bennie bus fleet running despite many 
challenges so that students from distant neighborhoods always have 
a way to attend the Home of Champions. 

In addition to Rick and David, brothers Dennis DiGeronimo 
’71 and Victor DiGeronimo ’72 (Mr. Benedictine and 
valedictorian) are also graduates, and the second generation saw 
David’s sons Michael DiGeronimo ’10 (also Mr. Benedictine and 
valedictorian) and Nick DiGeronimo ’14 and Rick’s son Anthony 
DiGeronimo ’08 also graduate from BHS. Michael returned 
to teach math for several years at his Alma Mater and Anthony 
worked in the Advancement Office.

In 1987, the Benedictine Italian Heritage Club under the 
guidance of moderator Mr. Mark Francioli was formed. 
Continuing as an active club to the present day, it provides 
opportunities for students of Italian descent to learn about the 
history, language, customs, land, and culture of Italy. Each April, 
the club, with the help of many dedicated parents and alumni, puts 
on a gala fundraiser at BHS known as the Italian Heritage Festa. 

Proceeds from the 
Festa are used to 
provide funds for 8 
to 12 scholarships 
for Benedictine 
students. These 
scholarships 
include the Piunno 
and Scaravelli 
Scholarships 
started in 1993, 
the DiCioccio 
Scholarship 
initiated in 2002 
(honoring Patti DiCioccio who has been the heart and soul 
of the Festa preparations since its inception. She is the wife of 
alumnus Dick ’55 and mother of alumni Nick ’94 and J.R. ’97), 
and the Sonny Powall Scholarship (begun in 2014 to honor the 
memory of the late alumnus Sonny Powall ’53, one of the earliest 
supporters of the Festa and the recipient of the its first “Person of 
the Year” award in 1995).

Italian-American alumni of Benedictine have also garnered honors 
for significant individual achievements. In 2012, two Italian 
alumni were among the first class of inductees to the Benedictine 
High School Hall of Distinction. Andy 
Fornaro ’60 was recognized for his three 
decades of exemplary work as the Service 
Director of Mayfield Heights. Ed Tomba 
’77 was honored for his prominence in the 
Cleveland Police Department where he 
rose to the rank of Deputy Chief of Police. 
Noted Cleveland medical malpractice 
attorney Mike Monteleone ’67 was 
inducted in 2012 and celebrated Hollywood 
producers — alumni brothers Anthony ’88 
and Joe Russo ’89 — were elected to the 
Hall of Distinction in 2013.

Certainly, from East 110th Street to Hollywood, the Italian Men of 
Benedictine have added much success to the Home of Champions 
and the wider community over the last nine decades.

Benedictine’s DiGeronimo Dynasty (L-R): Dennis ’71, David ’80, Nick ’14, 
Michael ’10, Rick ’73, Anthony ’08, Victor ’72.

Patti DiCioccio (left) and her FESTA ladies. 

Anthony ’88 and 
Joe ’89 Russo in 
Hollywood.
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Senior John Dosen aims and fires. Junior Anthony Sweet extends his lead.Pat Fleming (21) sees an opening.

Athletics BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

In his third year as head coach at Benedictine, Miguel Cora led his 
soccer team to an impressive 12-3-1 record. His team outscored 
their opponents 87-25 and went on a 12-game win streak 
unparalleled in Benedictine soccer history. As for the overall picture 
of the program Coach Cora said, “After three years coaching 
Benedictine soccer we have shown improvement and grown every 
year. We have increased our win total in three straight seasons. The 
program has great talent for the foreseeable future and we are able 
to compete with most any program out there. I couldn’t be prouder 
of what we have accomplished and look forward to our eventual 
trip to Columbus.” 

Although the team loses a large number of seniors, including 
NCL MVP John Dosen, the leading scorers were juniors Anthony 
Cora and Nahun Figueroa. Cora and Figueroa were joined on 
the first team NCL honors board by junior Justin Mitchell and 
senior Avery Gilliam. The most exciting game of the year was 
undoubtedly the comeback victory won just before time expired 
on a goal by Anthony Cora. Things certainly are looking good for 
soccer at Bengal nation.

Golf also improved greatly and finished with an 8-5 finish, 
including winning five of their last six dual matches. Their best 
team round of 184 came against Cleveland Hts. at our home 

Fall Sports Recap
The Benedictine Bengals finished an exciting fall campaign recently with better records 
from all four fall sports than the prior season. All four head coaches are pleased with the 
improvement of their respective team’s record this year and look forward to the challenges 
that lie ahead next fall. With promising underclassmen returning next year, the Bengals hope 
to continue to claw their way up in the North Coast League and across northeast Ohio.

course, Shawnee Hills in the Cleveland Metroparks’ Bedford 
Reservation. The team’s MVP is senior Desmond Fischer who is a 
four year letter winner for the Bengals and the team’s only senior. 
Coach Justin Van Dyke is happy with the performance and steady 
improvement of his young squad and is looking forward to the 
return of three-year letterman Luke Stergar. Van Dyke commented 
that hard work in the off season all spring and summer would pay 
off big for his Bengals if they stay hungry for success.

In his second year as head coach of the cross country Bengals, 
Coach Rick Geye witnessed steady improvement throughout the 
season as his runners repeatedly set personal records meet after 
meet. He also commented on the competition within the group 
and how it fosters the team aspect of what is often seen as an 
individual sport. Anthony Sweet, who doubled as the team’s Most 
Valuable Runner and Most Improved Runner award winner, is very 
happy with the team’s performance this season and is setting high 
goals for next year.  

The football Bengals had a strong fall doubling last year’s win total 
and making the school’s 21st appearance in the state playoffs. 
Although the playoff exit at Barberton was not what the Bengals 
hoped for, there were many good performances during the season. 

continued on page 20

BENEDICTINE 
B E N G A L S
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Benedictine 10 Brooklyn 0 
Benedictine 4 Elyria Catholic 3 
Benedictine 4 Gilmour 2 
Benedictine 8 Warren JFK 0 
Benedictine 11 Euclid 0 
Benedictine 6 Holy Name 5 
Benedictine 8 Trinity 0 
Benedictine 5 St. Thomas Aquinas 0 
Benedictine 3 Garfield Hts. 0 
Benedictine 7 Fuchs Mizrachi 2 
Benedictine 8 VASJ 0 
Benedictine 6 Bedford 1 
Benedictine 2 Geneva 2 tie
Benedictine 2 Wickliffe 5 
Benedictine 2 NDCL 3 
Sectionals 
Benedictine 1 Crestwood 2 OT

VARSITY SOCCER

Benedictine 2 Gilmour 1 
Benedictine 1 Holy Name 2 
Benedictine 2 University 1 
Benedictine 2 Amherst 2 tie
Benedictine 3 Cleveland Hts. 1 
Benedictine 1 Willoughby South 1 
Benedictine 0 Geneva 2

JV SOCCER

DATE EVENT PLACE: SCORE WINS - LOSSES

August 26 Panther Run to Fun: DII-III 5th / 15: 119 points  10 - 4
September 2 Avon Lake Earlybird: Gold 4th / 17: 152 points  13 - 3
September 9 Tiffin Carnival - DII 27th / 47: 753 points  20 - 26
September 16 McDonough: Blue 1st / 13: 81 points  12 - 0
September 23 JB Firestone 5th / 20: 202 points  15 - 4
September 29 Gilmour Academy Paul Primeau: Blue 7th / 15: 200 points   8 - 6
October 7 The Legends Meet: Small 19th / 63: 568 points  44 - 18
October 14 North Coast League Championship: Blue 6th / 6: 163 points   0 - 5
October 21 OHSAA DII District @Madison HS 9th / 17: 247 points   8 - 8
             TOTAL RECORD: 130 - 74
 Anthony Sweet: 2nd (16:46) @Madison DII District 64% wins
 53rd (17:17) @Boardman DII Regional  

VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY

Benedictine 39 Ursuline 29 
Benedictine 24 Buchtel 10 
Benedictine 30 Cleveland Hts. 12 
Benedictine 28 Cathedral Prep 62 
Benedictine 35 Bishop Watterson 16 
Benedictine 31 NDCL 24 OT
Benedictine 7 Lake Catholic 24 
Benedictine 17 Padua 31 
Benedictine 49 Walsh 7 
Benedictine 17 Hoban 35 
OHSAA Playoffs 
Benedictine 6 Barberton 36 

VARSITY FOOTBALL

Benedictine 16 Buchtel 14 
Benedictine 10 Cathedral Prep 24 
Benedictine 6 NDCL 14 
Benedictine 20 Lake Catholic 14 
Benedictine 7 Padua 13 

JV FOOTBALL

Benedictine 31 Ursuline 6 
Benedictine 23 Buchtel 13 
Benedictine 21 Cleveland Hts.  6 
Benedictine 33 Cathedral Prep 0 
Benedictine 21 Lorain 0 
Benedictine 48 NDCL 0 
Benedictine 42 Lake Catholic 7 
Benedictine 28 Walsh 0 
Benedictine 10 Hoban 22 

FRESHMAN FOOTBALL

2017 FALL SPORTS RESULTS

AthleticsBENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

SEE PAGE 31 FOR WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES.

Desmond Fischer watches a perfect drive.

Also of note is the competition provided 
within the North Coast League. Including 
the Bengals, four of the six teams in Blue 
Division of the NCL made the playoffs. 
Coach Carter Welo’s group knows when you 
compete for the title in this league, you can 
compete with anybody in the region even 
in Division II, which is where the Bengals 
landed due to the competitive balance 
process instituted by OHSAA this fall.

The Bengals started the year with wins over 
Ursuline, Buchtel and Cleveland Heights. 
Later they knocked off Bishop Watterson and 
had a highlight reel win over Notre Dame-
Cathedral Latin in overtime that featured a 
tremendous effort by junior Devon Fox and 
a game tying field goal from 45 yards out by 
freshman kicker Ivan Shuran as time expired. 
The 31-24 victory may have been the most 
satisfying victory of the year. Pat Fleming’s 
four-touchdown performance against Walsh 
rounded out the wins for the Bengals.

The Bengals will graduate many seniors this 
year but the promise of a developing junior 
varsity group and a very strong 8-1 freshman 
team that dressed 60 student/athletes makes 
the Home of Champions a real threat 
throughout Ohio over the next few seasons.
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What made you choose Benedictine 
when you were in 8th grade?
Bryan Lacey: “My mom chose Benedictine 
for me. At age 14, I didn’t fully know what 
was best for me, but she did. The idea 
was that this was the best place for me to 
become the man I needed to be.”

Cameron Wright: “Deciding to go 
to Benedictine was one of the easiest 
decisions of my life. The people who make 
up the community are really intelligent, 
inspirational, and influential individuals, 
not to mention that the championship 
tradition dates back 90 years.”

What impact did Benedictine have 
on you as a person?
Bryan Lacey: “BHS has had a significant 
impact on the effort I put into everything. 
Anything I do, I do with 100% effort and 
passion.”

Cameron Wright: “Had I not gone to 
Benedictine — I am not sure if I would 
be the man I am standing here today. 
Benedictine prepared me for real life 
challenges, personal encounters, and also 
business endeavors.”

What was your favorite memory 
while attending Benedictine?
Bryan Lacey: “My favorite memory would 
have to be getting back to the playoffs my 
senior year. After a couple of down years, 

we fought so hard as a family because we 
knew the history that came before us would 
reappear.”

Cameron Wright: “My favorite memory 
was walking across the stage at graduation 
alongside some of my potential lifelong 
friends — a day I’ll never forget.”

What is your current job/ title/
responsibilities:
Bryan Lacey: “I currently serve as the 
alumni director and I am responsible for 
serving as the liaison between the school 
and the alumni association. Additionally, 
I coach the defensive backs on the varsity 
football team. Benedictine prepared me to 
deal with different people, cultures, and 
ideas. The diversity and discipline here is 
unlike any other school.”

Cameron Wright: “I am a financial advisor 
at Oxford Harriman and Company. I 
work with individuals who do not have a 
strategic plan to help guide their financial 
future. After my amazing experience at 
the University of Pittsburgh, I attended 
training camp with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. This led to me furthering my 
career abroad in the Czech Republic’s top 
basketball league. Hopefully, I’ll be blessed 
here at BHS to witness the next Man of 
Benedictine surpass my achievement as 
BHS’s all-time scoring leader in basketball.”

Bryan Lacey ’12

Young Alums Return to the  
HOME OF CHAMPIONS

This fall, four young Benedictine alumni have returned to put their talents in service of the Home of Champions.  
Jahmal Brown ’06, who earned his Masters Degree in Education from Bowling Green State University, and Joe Dowling 
’04, who earned his degree in English from The Ohio State University, returned to join the administration and faculty. 

Two other alums are serving their Alma Mater in different ways. Bryan Lacey ’12 has been hired as Benedictine’s new 
alumni director, and basketball standout Cameron Wright ’10 will be serving as an assistant varsity basketball coach. 
Lacey received his MBA from Heidelberg University and was a captain of the football team there his junior and senior 
years. Wright had an outstanding career as a student-athlete at the University of Pittsburgh. During his senior year, he was 
named the ACC Scholar-Athlete of the Year.

BHS Advancement Director Chris Lorber ’04 sat down with Lacey and Wright and asked them to share some of their 
reflections on Benedictine and their new responsibilities:

BHS News BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Cameron Wright ’10
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Focus on FacultyBENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Math has always been a strong element of 
the curriculum at Benedictine High School 
along with the sciences. Two abbots were 
former math teachers — Abbot Theodore 
Kojis, OSB and Abbot Roger Gries, OSB 
’54. Fr. William Matyas, OSB ’45 earned 
a master’s degree in mathematics from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1955 and 
taught the challenging higher level math 
courses for the next 30 years. 

Mr. Roy Reeves has been teaching math, 
primarily geometry, at Benedictine for 
the last 28 years. As such, he has a unique 
perspective about current students and 
their readiness for high school math. 
“Their ability to work with basic math 
skills is eroding. This can partly be due 
to the increased use of the calculator in 
lower grades. For example, many grade 
school students no longer are expected 
to memorize multiplication tables,” he 
points out, “Rick DiGeronimo ’73, our 
freshman algebra teacher, has more work to 
do to bring incoming students from a wide 
variety of elementary schools up to our 
expected level of basic math skills.”

The Math Department
Numbers don’t change. Hence, many people presume that teaching and studying math do not change. However, those on 
the frontlines teaching math know that the epoch technological revolution that society has experienced in the last 25 years 
has definitely impacted the teaching and learning of mathematics.

This is not a phenomenon unique to 
Benedictine. Recently released data from 
international math and science assessments 
indicate that U.S. students continue to rank 
around the middle of the pack, lagging 
behind many other advanced industrial 
nations. Results from one of the biggest 
international tests, the 2015 Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA), 
placed the U.S. an unimpressive 38th 
out of 71 countries in math achievement 
among 15-year-old students.

Working together to counter this trend, 
in addition to department chair Mr. Roy 
Reeves (all levels of geometry), are BHS 
math teachers Mr. Rick DiGeronimo ’73 
(algebra), Mr. Justin 
Van Dyke (Algebra 
II, Trigonometry, 
Statistics), and 
Mr. Rob Ryan 
(Pre-Calculus and 
Calculus). Mr. 
Ryan splits his time 
between the math 
classroom and 

pre-engineering classes that have become 
popular at Benedictine. 

The math department now includes the 
computer classes and pre-engineering 
classes. Mr. Richard Salem ’90 and Mr. 
Tom Jansen cover Computer Applications, 
Website Design, and Advanced Placement 
Computer Principles, a course recognized by 
the state as fulfilling a student’s senior year 
math requirement. Modern Engineering 
Technology (M.E.T.) is a course taught at 
BHS for which a student can earn credit at 
Cleveland State University. 

“Overall our students have a good 
attitude about math,” observes Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. Rick DiGeronimo

Mr. Rob Ryan helps math student, Kaden Quigley.Fr. William teaches trigonometry in the 1950’s. Veteran math teacher Mr. Roy Reeves.

Mr. Tom Jansen Mr. Justin Van Dyke
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High school seniors often look beyond their 
local colleges to continue their education 
because they believe that learning involves 
more experiences than lectures and exams. 
Even mature 8th graders can have that same 
expansive vision of learning for choosing 
the Home of Champions. Traveling to 
Benedictine from Medina County is 
actually a shorter trip than coming from 
Geauga County from where a good number 
of BHS students have come in past years 
(including the six alumni sons of principal 
Mrs. Sue Zulandt). 

It is interesting to understand why these 
freshmen chose BHS. Eren, Jacob, Ivan, 
and Luke each has his own personal reasons 
which include following an older brother, 
seeking a school with a strong Catholic 
spirituality, wanting to be challenged 
academically, and having opportunities 
to participate in championship-caliber 
athletic teams. They will also tell you that 
they were impressed when they visited the 
Home of Champions as an eighth grader 

The Southside Connection
It’s 6:30 AM and the first car pulls up to the Strongsville Ice Rink parking lot. 
Usually the car with Luke Beltavski from Strongsville is the first arrival at the 
meeting spot each morning. The other three BHS students arrive by 6:45 AM: 
Eren Evensen and Ivan Shuran from Medina and Jake Vasko from Strongsville. 
The families rotate who drives the freshman group the 45-minute journey into 
Benedictine in the morning and back to the Ice Rink in the afternoon.

with the attention they received from staff 
and students alike. They liked the sense of 
“Benedictine Brotherhood.”

So what’s a 45-minute car ride to 
Benedictine like with four freshmen? Jake’s 
mom does a solid 59 miles per hour, while 
Ivan’s dad makes the speedometer reach 
higher. None of the students can name 
which freeways are used. Luke takes up 90% 
of the back seat. Jake is the only student 
passenger left behind at BHS so far. Eren 
has an incredible ability to “sit dance” to 
any kind of music. They each have favorite 
places to stop on the way home, from a taco 
shop to a possible lemonade stand.

The “Southside Connection” is a growing 
trend at Benedictine. Students from 
Medina, Twinsburg, Strongsville, and North 
Royalton are calling BHS home. And the 
connection will continue to grow as these 
students return to their communities as 
genuine “Men of Benedictine,” the best 
advertisement any school can have.

(L-R): Jake Vasko (Strongsville), Eren Evensen (Medina), Ivan Shuran (Medina), and Luke Beltavski 
(Strongsville).

Admissions BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

“They are developing more interest in 
mathematical logical skills as they see 
the connection now between math and 
engineering.” Benedictine students can 
now enroll in courses in which they use 
mathematical and computer skills to 
make coding for robots and drones.

However, the BHS math department 
has enacted several new approaches to 
strengthening the math skills of their 
students. Last year the department 
decided to move Algebra II to sophomore 
year to create more continuity with 
Freshman Algebra and to move geometry 
to junior year. This provides students 
with more needed skills up front for the 
A.C.T. college exam that is administered 
nationally in April of the junior year. For 
graduation, Benedictine students must 
pass four years of math including Algebra 
II and geometry.

Another new approach that generated 
positive feedback from students in the 
past year is “Flip Classroom — Reverse 
Teaching” utilized by Mr. Ryan and 
Mr. Van Dyke. In this arrangement, the 
teacher tapes a math lecture and posts 
it on his website requiring the students 
to view it at home that evening. Then 
in class the next day, the entire period is 
spent working together on homework 
problems. By creating more time to 
actually work on problems in class in a 
collaborative way, the teachers are finding 
that the students are learning faster. 

The Benedictine math department 
also offers a comprehensive exam, 
developed by our teachers, that allows 
incoming 8th grade students to test 
out of freshman algebra if they show 
sufficient mastery. This test is offered 
each May. Currently, there are freshmen 
who tested out of algebra who are in 
every higher level math class that BHS 
offers. Freshmen entering with weak 
math skills are required to successfully 
complete a summer math course before 
they are granted admission. Yes, numbers 
are still the same, but approaches to 
understanding them continue to evolve 
at the Home of Champions.
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REUNION 2018
We are looking for class leaders and 
volunteers from classes ending in the  
3’s and 8’s for our 2018 reunion to  
help celebrate anniversary years. 

Please contact alumni@cbhs.edu. 

50th 1968 
25th 1993 
10th 2008

SAVE THE DATE!
REUNION WEEKEND 2018

JUNE 22-24, 2018

2017-18 Alumni Calendar Dates
JANUARY 5, 2018  
College Comeback Night

MARCH 24, 2018 
Blue & White Gala 

JUNE 7, 2018 
Joe Marino Golf Outing 

JUNE 21, 2018 
Mr. Benedictine 

JUNE 22, 2018 
Reunion Weekend Stag Night

JUNE 24, 2018 
Reunion Weekend Mass & Brunch

JUNE 2018 – TBD 
Alumni Golf Outing 

2013 5 YEAR REUNION

2008 10 YEAR REUNION

2003 15 YEAR REUNION

1998 20 YEAR REUNION

1993 25 YEAR REUNION

1988 30 YEAR REUNION

1983 35 YEAR REUNION

1978 40 YEAR REUNION

1973 45 YEAR REUNION

1968 
1963 55 YEAR REUNION

1958 60 YEAR REUNION

1953 65 YEAR REUNION

1948 70 YEAR REUNION

1943 75 YEAR REUNION

1938 80 YEAR REUNION

50 YEAR REUNION 
GOLDEN YEAR!
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CLASS NOTES

Class of 1948
John Repasky reports from his home in 
Kailua Kona, Hawaii that he has enjoyed his 
last 20 years of retirement. 

Class of 1965
Robert Belinger recently moved his office 
to Parma and his residence to Medina. His 
wife Nancy retired from Hillcrest Hospital 
where she was a neonatal nurse for 34 years.

Class of 1981
David Prevoznik reports from Broadview 
Heights that his oldest son Stephen is a Pre-
Med honor student at Xavier University 
and his youngest son Gregory is a senior 
at Padua Franciscan High School and 
Gregory is also the youngest member of the 
Baldwin Wallace Men’s Choir. Dave and his 
wife Maria celebrated their 21st wedding 
anniversary having been married by Dave’s 
second cousin and fellow alumnus Fr. Eric 
Orzech ’85, pastor of St. Stanislaus and 
St. Casimir Churches in Cleveland. continued on page 27

1973 45 YEAR REUNION

1968 
1963 55 YEAR REUNION

1958 60 YEAR REUNION

1953 65 YEAR REUNION

1948 70 YEAR REUNION

1943 75 YEAR REUNION

1938 80 YEAR REUNION

Fr. Placid Pientek, 
OSB ’36 and Joe 
Banas ’38 
The two oldest living graduates 
of Benedictine High School got 
a chance to meet each other and 
remember the 1930’s. Fr. Placid 
Pientek, OSB of the Class of 1936 
(left) resides at Regina Health 
Center on Broadview Road in 

Richfield, Ohio and Joe Banas of the Class of 1938 (right) lives four miles 
down off Broadview Road in Broadview Heights. Fr. Gerard Gonda, OSB ’71 
arranged the meeting at Regina Health Center on October 27, 2017.

Class of 1988
Brother Louis (Michael) Carey, OSB 
is in his final year of theological studies for 
the priesthood at St. Vincent’s Seminary 
in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. As a deacon, he 
assists at Masses and preaches on weekends 
at three parishes in Butler, Pennsylvania.

Class of 1992
Dan Winterich is now a full time 
professor of Criminal Justice at Lakeland 
Community College. He still serves as a 
reserve police officer and teaches at the 
Police Academy. He also remains active 
with the Benedictine Oblates of Saint 
Andrew Abbey. And in his free time he 
was the assistant coach for St. Rita’s 5-6th 
Grade football team on which his oldest 
son Danny plays.

Class of 1993
Jesuit Father John Shea taught 
Parasitology and Human Biology in the 
Spring at Creighton University. In the 
summer he did field research with some 
of his students collecting and studying 
snail parasites, hairworms, and wood 
cockroaches. In a more pleasant setting, 
he had opportunities to celebrate the 
sacraments baptizing his niece in Vermont 
and his cousin’s daughter in Cleveland, 
witnessing two weddings (including one 
in March on the campus of Gonzaga 
University during their win over Xavier to 
advance to the Final Four), and receiving 
two of his college students into the 
Catholic faith during the Easter Vigil.

Class of 1998
Dennis Scott got married on July 22, 
2017 to Kristina McKinnie at the Abbey 
Church with Fr. Timothy as the celebrant 
of the Wedding Mass.

Fr. Dominic 
Mondzelewski, OSB ’60 
BHS’s longest serving principal (1977-
1994), Fr. Dominic Mondzelewski, 
OSB ’60, gave a talk to current 
Benedictine seniors and juniors who 
were attending the “Stronger Men of 
Benedictine” retreat held at Loyola 
Retreat House in Clinton, Ohio from 
October 19-22, 2017. Fr. Dominic, 
who has been residing at Regina 
Health Center in Richfield, Ohio since 
2007 for health reasons, responded to 
a request from recent alumni Matthew Dober ’14, Paul Gnatowski ’15, Matt 
Gnatowski ’16, and Ryan Kelley ’15 to join them and current BHS president 
Dr. Frank Bossu ’67 in giving witness talks on the 11 Benedictine Hallmarks or 
characteristics. Fr. Dominic spoke on the Benedictine concept of work.
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Tom Conkey ’09: 
A Man in Blue (and Green)
After graduating from the University of Findlay in 2013 with a degree in 
Criminal Justice, alumnus Tom Conkey had no interest in a desk job and he 
wanted to stay in shape while also giving back to his community of Cleveland 
Heights where he grew up. So he went to the police academy, joined the 
Cleveland Heights police force and also decided to increase his involvement 
with competitive Irish dancing. His fancy footwork has benefited him on the 
streets and on the stage. 

In addition to his work in the classroom 
at BHS, Tom also developed himself 
physically, socially, and spiritually 
through his involvement with varsity 
soccer, the Key Club, and the Benedictine 
Junior Oblates. He also valued the 
multicultural educational experience he 
got at the Home of Champions because it 
mirrored the diversity in his hometown of 
Cleveland Heights. 

Now as a policeman in a city with a 
diverse population, Tom sees himself as 
having a unique advantage as he explains, 
“Benedictine helped me become even 
more understanding and educated about 
different nationalities and cultures.” He 
has noticed how easily he can adjust his 
style of talking to people on the street to 
put them at ease and facilitate trust. 

The Benedictine Hallmark of 
Community, a carry-over from monastic 
community life, has also influenced him. 
“Police officers provide essential roles for 
the entire community. Our main goal is 
to keep people safe, but we take on many 
other roles from law enforcement to 
counseling.”

Tom’s lifelong respect for other peoples’ 
cultures and customs led him to deepen 
his own appreciation of his family’s Irish 
heritage. As he and his family traveled to 
Irish dance competitions with his sister, 

Tom began to enjoy it and decided to 
join when he was 9 years old. Through 
the Murphy Irish Arts Center in 
Beachwood, Tom became so skillful that 
he placed 7th in national competition 
the summer after his graduation from 
Benedictine. 

“Irish dance takes an unbelievable 
amount of strength, conditioning, and 
stamina and you train just as hard as any 
athlete does who wants to be at the top 
of his competition,” Tom points out. He 
has had the opportunity as a solo dancer 
to compete at world championships three 
times in 2009 (Belfast, Ireland coming in 
25th), 2014 (London, England coming 
in 24th), and 2015 (Montreal, Canada 
coming in 17th). He has also danced as 
part of a team, competing at all levels, 
and touring with a musical stage show 
“Rhythm in the Night.”

Tom sees both his law enforcement and 
dance interest as mutually enriching, 
“Irish dance is a very good way for me 
to stay active and in shape which is 
necessary for my job. I would like to start 
a business with Irish dance at some point 
and run my own dance school.” Until 
then he continues to patrol the streets of 
Cleveland Heights and sometimes even 
takes in a Bengal varsity soccer game. 

CLASS NOTES

Officer Tom Conkey ’09 (center right)

Irish dancer Tom Conkey ’09
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Class of 2002
Christopher Lesko received his MBA 
from the University of Arizona in May 
2017. He lives in Yuma, Arizona.

Class of 2004
Fr. Adam Zajac, who was ordained to 
the priesthood of the Diocese of Cleveland 
in 2013, has been transferred from his 
first assignment at Holy Angels Parish in 
Bainbridge Township to St. Ambrose Parish 
in Brunswick where Abbot Gary Hoover, 
OSB ’74 has provided sacramental weekend 
assistance for 25 years.

Class of 2006
Joe Kenney married Courtney Melocik 
at Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Catholic 
Church on lower Buckeye Road on 
September 30, 2017. The celebrant of the 
Wedding Mass was BHS assistant principal 
Fr. Michael Brunovsky, OSB.

Class of 2008
Kevin and Jaclyn Rozman were married 
on October 30, 2017 at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Collinwood by Fr. John Kumse.

Class of 2010
Martin Dober is progressing in his studies 
for the Catholic diocesan priesthood at St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Wickliffe. He is now in 
his second last year of graduate theological 
studies looking toward ordination as a 
transitional deacon next year. 

Class of 2011
Jake Marinelli was recently named Head 
Baseball Coach of Mercyhurst North East. 
Prior to this, Jake had a decorated baseball 
career as a catcher for the Mercyhurst 
University Lakers.

Class of 2012
Christian Colo graduated in 2016 from 
Belmont Abbey College in North Carolina 
with no debt, because he had been the 
recipient of the college’s prestigious Crescat 
Scholar Award, a four-year full scholarship 
given annually by the Benedictine monks 
who sponsor the college, to a Catholic 
student who has demonstrated leadership 
in their Catholic community. Christian 
is now living in the Marshall Islands. 
Last year he taught in an elementary 
school there and now he is the assistant 
field director for an organization called 
WorldTeach. The Marshall Islands are in 
the central Pacific Ocean between Hawaii 
and the Philippine Islands. 

FIRST FRIDAY CLUB 
On November 30, a delegation of BHS 
students were guests of Bishop Roger 
at the First Friday Club downtown 
where the featured speaker was 
Bishop Nelson Perez, the new bishop 
of Cleveland.  Bishop Perez had visited 
the abbey the night before and joined 
the monks for vespers and supper.  
Pictured with Bishop Perez at the 
First Friday luncheon are current 
students (L-R): John Dober, Thad Stary, 
Avery Gilliam, John Dosen, Bryan 
Washington, Luke Beltavski, Ricardo 
Artis, and Alex Clemente. Bishop 
Perez will make an official visit to BHS 
at a later date.
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In Memoriam
of Benedictine High School and friends of Saint Andrew Abbey

Anna B. Thur
Anna B. Thur, 95, passed away on September 14, 
2017 in Melbourne, Florida. She was the wife of 
the late John Thur ’39. After his premature death, 
she worked closely with his classmate Fr. Raphael 
Zbin, OSB ’39 at the Diocese of Cleveland and St. 
Andrew’s Parish and was a loyal supporter of both 
the abbey and the high school where she sponsored 
an annual Biology Scholarship in memory of Fr. 

Raphael. Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB was the celebrant of her funeral Mass 
at the Abbey Church. Fr. Michael Brunovsky, OSB was the homilist.

Michael Price ’75 
Michael Price, 61, died September 12, 2017 after 
a protracted battle with cancer. Michael is survived 
by his beloved wife Lenora Cruz-Price. He was the 
father of Ikea, Nicholas, Tyler (BHS Class of 2008) 
and Michael (BHS Class of 2021). Mike managed 
the M. H. Price & Company Accounting Firm, 
loved running and music and was proud to see his 
sons attend his Alma Mater. His funeral Mass was 

celebrated by Fr. Gerard, OSB at Saint Andrew Abbey Church. 

Rudolph Bukovec ’47 
Rudolph Bukovec, 89, of the Class of 1947, passed 
away September 14, 2017. He was the owner and 
operator of Rudy’s Quality Meats which has been 
in his family since 1928. He was a resident of 
Euclid for 44 years and a member of Saints Robert 
and William Catholic Church. He leaves his wife 
of 65 years, Katherine and children Susan, Thomas, 
and Mark. 

Frank Kuchta ’54
Frank Kuchta, 81, of Lyndhurst, Ohio died 
November 24. Frank was a member of the second 
class inducted into the BHS Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1993. Frank earned All-East Senate and 
All-Ohio honors for the East Senate champion 
Bengals as a senior. At Notre Dame, he was named 
the Associated Press “Lineman of the Week” in 
1957 when the Fighting Irish ended Oklahoma’s 

record 47-game winning streak. Drafted by the Washington Redskins, 
Frank played center and linebacker, and later, with the Denver Broncos 
in the American Football League. Classmate Bishop Roger Gries, OSB 
’54 celebrated Frank’s funeral Mass at St. Paschal Baylon Church. BHS 
president Frank Bossu ‘67 represented the Home of Champions.

Dennis Marcin ’60
Denny Marcin, a 1960 
Benedictine High 
School graduate and a 
career football coach 
in college and the 
NFL, passed away on 
September 20, 2017 
at his home in North 
Carolina.

Marcin was inducted 
into the Benedictine 
High School Hall of 
Fame in 2000. He was 

a two sport athlete (football and baseball) at Benedictine 
and became a three year regular at Miami (Ohio) 
University earning all Mid-American Conference honors 
in football. After a successful college coaching career, 
Marcin was an assistant coach for the New York Giants 
and New York Jets.

At Marcin’s Hall of Fame Induction dinner, Marcin 
shared that wherever he coached he kept two photos 
on his desk… One of his family and one of legendary 
coach, Augie Bossu. He credited Coach Bossu with his 
development as a person and interest to become a coach. 
Marcin later emphasized that he carried Coach Bossu’s 
philosophy to the professional ranks and concentrated 
solely on being “fundamentally sound.”

Marcin served as the Head Football Coach of St. Edward 
High School for the 1972 and 1973 seasons. Marcin’s 
1973 team went 9-0-1. The only coach he didn’t beat 
was his old high school coach, the late Augie Bossu. 

With the Giants, he coached the defensive linemen, 
where one of his players, Michael Strahan, was later 
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

At Super Bowl XXXV, Marcin coached for the Giants as 
they faced off against the Baltimore Ravens, who won 
that title game. Interestingly, a Benedictine alumnus was 
guaranteed to earn a Super Bowl ring in that game, as 
Pat Moriarty ’73, was the VP – Chief Financial Officer 
for the Ravens.

Marcin had been suffering from the effects of idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis. He is survived by his wife, Betsey, 
and grown children Jeff, Denny, Melinda and Susie, and 
grandchildren.
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Brother Richard (Edward) 
Richmond, OSB 

Early in the morning of the Feast 
of All Saints, November 1, 2017, 
our Brother Richard (Edward) 
Richmond, OSB died peacefully 
at University Hospital where he 
had been taken a week earlier 
after having suffered a seizure. He 
never regained full consciousness 
nor the ability to communicate. 
He was 70 years old and was 
in his 40th year of monastic 
profession.

The following homily was given at 
his funeral Mass by Prior Timothy Buyansky, OSB:

Tonight we celebrate the death of a man. But not just any man, 
but a very special man. Brother Richard’s main assignment in the 
monastery was doing the laundry — for forty years! Not a very 
glamorous job in the minds of many, but, nevertheless, something 
he was proud to do. And he was meticulous at doing it.

For example, before washing any clothes, Richard would go through 
each pocket. If he found something he would put the contents into 
a small paper bag and then put it into the proper person’s laundry 
locker. I remember one time finding a penny in a bag in my laundry 
locker. Yes, Richard was quite meticulous in his work. 

One of the other functions that Brother Richard was in charge 
of was setting up haustus (weekly community snack break) for 
the community with special treats. This usually happened on 
Wednesdays and was again nothing special or extraordinary. As you 
see one could say that he did nothing out of the ordinary as most 
people would agree. However, if we look at him as being a monk, 
then the work he was called to do was extraordinary. For me, I just 
threw my laundry into the cart provided by Brother Richard and 
then expected to find a few days later that my clothes were properly 
washed and ready to wear, which I unfortunately took for granted. 
But I’m sure that God smiled at the work that Brother Richard did 
with very little recognition or reward.

I started out by saying that we not just celebrating a man, but a 
very special man for Richard was also a monk, a person dedicated 
to God and to his community. And he lived that dedication. Yet, 
Richard loved movies. He had many saved on his kindle. But as 
I was looking through its contents, I came across the Psalter, the 
prayer of the Church, the prayer of a monk, the prayer Richard 
would pray as the washer washed and the dryer dried. Yes, Brother 
Richard was not just a man, but a man who became a monk and 
dedicated himself to God.

I was planning on saying more and there are many things that I 
could talk about, but then I thought, “What is there really more 
necessary to say?” Brother Richard was a man who offered himself 
to God, that is, who dedicated his entire life to God. What a 
wonderful thing it is to be able to say about someone, “Brother 
Richard, show your hands to God and then watch God smile and 
lead you into Paradise!”

Obituary BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

RECENTLY DECEASED 

Class Name Deceased Date 
1946 Stephen P. Palocko 9/6/2017
1947 Rudolph Bukovec 9/14/2017
1950 Anthony F. Vigliucci 9/8/2017
1950 Paul A. Buffa 11/20/2017
1951 Salvatore R. Marrone 11/9/2017
1954 Frank W. Kuchta 11/28/2017
1954 Edward A. Sedlock 11/29/2017
1956 Kenneth L. Broz 11/30/2017
1959 Robert Bielinski 11/10/2017
1960 Dennis A. Marcin 9/20/2017
1966 Lynn R. Treska 10/14/2017
1968 Dennis D. Cech 9/20/2017
1968 Gabriel A. Pozsonyi 11/12/2017
1968 Gabe Pozsony 11/12/2017
1969 Charles Williard 10/26/2017
1975 Michael Price 9/12/2017
1988 Gregory Schmitz 10/4/2017
 Anna B. Thur 9/9/2017
 David B. Bailey 9/9/2017
 Dorothy T. Pillar 9/11/2017
 Rita Deininger 9/14/2017
 Louis S. Kish 9/20/2017
 Helen Delguyd 10/15/2017
 Timothy Bartoszek 11/22/2017

Below are the names of our deceased alumni 
that were not recognized in the last issue.

Class Name  Deceased Date
1938 Thomas V. Hanzo 4/10/2017
1946 Stephen W. Soboslay 5/9/2017
1948 Robert E. Laheta 4/30/2017
1953 James Clemens 1/11/2017
1953 Donald Dahlhausen 5/30/2017
1954 John M. Siskovic  8/31/2015
1960 Ronald F. Pason 6/29/2017

If anyone knows of other recently deceased alumni,  
please contact Bryan Lacey at Lacey@cbhs.edu or at  
216-421-2080, ext. 342
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2017 Gala Reflection
•  The 2017 Gala night brought in over $300,000 for our young  
“Men of Benedictine”!

•  Sold out crowd of 500 guests.

•  Donations are being sought now for 
our silent auction for the 2018 Gala!

•  Every donated item helps in the 
auction’s success, and helps a student 
here fulfill his dreams of a Benedictine 
education!

•  Registered at Crate & Barrel under the 
name Benedictine. Made available online 
for convenience, too.

•  It is because of the love, dedication 
and generosity of our benefactors that 
makes the Gala spectacular.

Nobby Lewandowski ’55, with 
John and Alison Ellis.

Matt and Kristen Joyce, along with 
Dan and Gina Smith.

Jordan, Dale, and 
Peggy Jakab  

with Meg and 
Ken Furlich.

Mark your calendars for this year’s Gala:

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
at the Westin Downtown

We look forward to seeing everyone there!

Questions, please reach out to Debbie First:  
first@cbhs.edu or 216-421-2080 ext: 156

Blue & White GalaBENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL
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BOWLING

 DATE TIME LOCATION
 11/18/2017 9:00 AM Brookgate
 11/25/2017 9:00 AM Buckeye
 12/2/2017 9:00 AM Game of Wickliffe
 12/3/2017 9:30 AM Wildcat Classic, Freeway Lanes
 12/9/2017 9:00 AM Buckeye
 12/9/2017 2:30 PM  TB Eliminator, Riverview Lanes, Huron
 12/10/2017 9:00 AM N. O. Eagles Challenge, Buckeye
 12/16/2017 9:00 AM Game of Wickliffe
 12/23/2017 9:00 AM Buckeye
 12/27/2017 10:00 AM NCL Championship Ernst Lane
 12/30/2017 9:00 AM Brookgate
 1/6/2018 9:00 AM Game of Wickliffe
 1/13/2018 9:00 AM Buckeye
 1/20/2018 9:00 AM Brookgate
 1/27/2018 9:00 AM  Yorktown (League Championships)
 1/29/2018 TBA  Black and Gold Tourney, Independence
 2/3/2018 9:00 AM  Game of Wickliffe (Conf Championships)

SITE ADDRESS
Buckeye • 24488 Lorain Rd, North Olmsted • (440-777-6363)
Brookgate • 14950 Snow Rd, Brookpark • (216-676-4325)
Wickliffe • 28801 Euclid Ave, Wickliffe • (440-585-5800)

Yorktown • 6218 Pearl Rd, Parma Heights • (440-886-5300)

Sports Schedules BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

VARSITY/JV BASKETBALL

 DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME
 Friday 8-Dec Garfield Heights HOME 6:00 PM
 Saturday 9-Dec Kenston HOME 5:30 PM
 Friday 15-Dec Cleveland Central Catholic HOME 6:00 PM
 Thursday 21-Dec NDCL AWAY 5:30 PM
 Thursday 28-Dec JP Fund Tournament (Elmira, NY) AWAY TBA
 Friday 29-Dec JP Fund Tournament (Elmira, NY) AWAY TBA
 Saturday 30-Dec JP Fund Tournament (Elmira, NY) AWAY TBA
 Friday 5-Jan Lake Catholic HOME 5:30 PM
 Saturday 6-Jan St. Edward AWAY 5:30 PM
 Thursday 11-Jan St. Vincent St. Mary AWAY 6:00 PM
 Friday 12-Jan Walsh Jesuit HOME 5:30 PM
 Friday 19-Jan Hoban AWAY 5:30 PM
 Friday 26-Jan Padua HOME 5:30 PM
 Sunday 28-Jan Revere (Dunk 4 Diabetes) AWAY-TBA TBA
 Tuesday 30-Jan NDCL HOME 5:30 PM
 Friday 2-Feb Lake Catholic AWAY 5:30 PM
 Saturday 3-Feb St. Ignatius HOME 5:30 PM
 Friday 9-Feb Walsh Jesuit AWAY 5:30 PM
 Saturday 10-Feb Hilliard Bradley AWAY 6:00 PM
 Friday 16-Feb Hoban HOME 5:30 PM
 Tuesday 20-Feb Massillon Washington HOME 6:00 PM
 Friday 23-Feb Padua AWAY 5:30 PM

FRESHMAN BASKETBALL

 DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME
 Thursday 7-Dec Garfield Heights HOME 5:00 PM
 Monday 11-Dec Elyria Catholic AWAY 6:00 PM
 Thursday 14-Dec Cleveland Central Catholic HOME 5:00 PM
 Thursday 21-Dec NDCL AWAY 4:30 PM
 Thursday 4-Jan Lake Catholic HOME 5:00 PM
 Thursday 11-Jan Walsh HOME 5:00 PM
 Thursday 18-Jan Hoban AWAY 5:00 PM
 Tuesday 23-Jan St. Ignatius HOME 5:00 PM
 Thursday 25-Jan Padua HOME 5:00 PM
 Monday 29-Jan NDCL HOME 5:00 PM
 Thursday 1-Feb Lake Catholic AWAY 5:00 PM
 Thursday 8-Feb Walsh AWAY 5:00 PM
 Monday 12-Feb SVSM HOME 5:00 PM
 Tuesday 13-Feb St. Ignatius AWAY 5:30 PM
 Thursday 15-Feb Hoban HOME 5:00 PM
 Tuesday 20-Feb Massillon Washington HOME 4:30 PM
 Thursday 22-Feb Padua AWAY 5:00 PM

ALL SCHEDULE INFORMATION IS  
TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

HOCKEY

 DAY DATE LOCATION OPPONENT TIME
 Sunday 5-Nov Olm. Falls Scrim. Cleveland Heights-South 4:00 PM
 Saturday 11-Nov Orange-Scrimmage The Pond 5:20 PM
 Saturday 18-Nov Lake Catholic Cleveland Heights-South 4:00 PM
 Friday 1-Dec Canfield Cleveland Heights-South 6:00 PM
 Saturday 2-Dec NDCL Mentor 6:15 PM
 Friday 8-Dec BHS TOURNAMENT BHS TOURNAMENT 8:15 PM
 Saturday 9-Dec BHS TOURNAMENT BHS TOURNAMENT 9:45 AM
 Saturday 9-Dec BHS TOURNAMENT BHS TOURNAMENT 6:45 PM
 Sunday 10-Dec BHS TOURNAMENT BHS TOURNAMENT TBA
 Saturday 16-Dec Chagrin Falls Cleveland Heights-North 4:00 PM
 Sunday 17-Dec Orange The Pond 6:20 PM
 Wednesday 27-Dec Strongsville Cle. Hts. Tourney 4:30 PM
 Thursday 28-Dec NDCL Cle. Hts. Tourney 9:45 AM
 Thursday 28-Dec Bishop Watterson Cle. Hts. Tourney 6:15 PM
 Friday 29-Dec Consolation Cle. Hts. Tourney 4:30 PM
 Friday 29-Dec Championship Cle. Hts. Tourney 7:00 PM
 Wednesday 3-Jan Lake Catholic Mentor 7:00 PM
 Friday 5-Jan Brecksville Cleveland Heights-South TBA
 Saturday 6-Jan Canfield Ice Zone 5:00 PM
 Friday 12-Jan NDCL MLK Tourney Mentor TBA
 Saturday 13-Jan NDCL MLK Tourney Mentor AM TBA
 Saturday 13-Jan NDCL MLK Tourney Mentor PM TBA
 Sunday 14-Jan NDCL MLK Tourney Mentor TBA
 Thursday 18-Jan Brecksville Brooklyn 7:15 PM
 Saturday 20-Jan NDCL Cleveland Heights-South 7:00 PM
 Saturday 27-Jan Brecksville Cleveland Heights-South 6:30 PM
 Saturday 3-Feb Chagrin Falls The Pond 4:30 PM
 Monday 5-Feb BARON CUP Brooklyn TBA
 Tuesday 6-Feb BARON CUP Brooklyn TBA

WRESTLING

 DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME
 Friday 1-Dec Hawken Invitational Hawken High School 6:00 PM
 Saturday 2-Dec Hawken Invitational Hawken High School 10:00 AM
 Friday 8-Dec North Coast Classic Independence High School 3:00 PM
 Saturday 9-Dec North Coast Classic Independence High School 9:00 AM
 Thursday 21-Dec Crestwood Crestwood 3:00 PM
 Saturday 30-Dec Maple Heights Tournament Maple Hts. High School 8:00 AM
 Saturday 6-Jan Columbia High School Duals Columbia High School 10:00 AM
 Saturday 13-Jan Catholic Invitational Tournament St. Ignatius High School TBA
 Sunday 14-Jan Catholic Invitational Tournament St. Ignatius High School TBA
 Thursday 18-Jan St. Ignatius and WRA Benedictine High School TBA
 Saturday 3-Feb NCL Championships Hoban High School 11:00 AM

SWIMMING

 DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME
 Saturday 2-Dec Bay Rocket Relays Lakewood Pool 6:00 PM
 Saturday 16-Dec CSU Viking invite CSU TBA
 Friday 22-Dec NDCL w/Beaumont HB 6:00 PM
 Saturday 30-Dec Cloverleaf Wooster YMCA 10:00 AM
 Saturday 6-Jan Elyria Cath. Pent Lakewood Pool 1:00 PM
 Tuesday 9-Jan WRA w/ Laurel WRA 4:30 PM
 Tuesday 16-Jan Rocky River Rocky River 6:30 PM
 Saturday 20-Jan Padua/Hoban/Beau HB 2:00 PM
 Tuesday 23-Jan Cleve. Hts./U.S. Cleve. Hts TBA
 Saturday 3-Feb NCL Championships Gilmour 
 Saturday 10-Feb Sectionals  
 Friday 16-Feb Districts  
 Thursday 22-Feb State  
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St. Andrew Abbey/Benedictine High School
2900 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Cleveland, Ohio 44104-4898

Change Service Requested

LaboraOra et

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS

Sunday, December 24, 2017 
9:00pm

Small reception to follow

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 

Monday, December 25, 2017 
7:10am

UPCOMING DATES & ACTIVITIES

16th Annual
Benedictine H igh School

March 24, 2018

Save the Date

Blue  &
WhiteGala

At the Westin Cleveland Downtown 
777 St. Clair Avenue, 44114

For more details visit cbhs.edu or contact  Debbie First  
at first@cbhs.edu


