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Have you ever entered into an experience without knowing 
what to expect? And eventually as you rose to the challenge 
of meeting that experience, did you realize that it was truly 
God who carried you through?

Rt. Rev. Gary Hoover, OSB ’74 ABBOT GARY’S REFLECTION

The Sacrament of Confirmation

It all began on a beautiful summer day, August 25th, 2015. I met my 
appointment for our 6:00 dinner at Don’s Lighthouse overlooking 
the beautiful Lake Erie. As I entered, I saw him already seated at the 
table. Bishop Richard G. Lennon, the 10th Bishop of Cleveland, 
and I, the 7th Abbot of St. Andrew Abbey, had gathered together for 
dinner and general conversation. Little did I realize how this 
conversation would change my life.

The owner of Don’s Lighthouse came over and talked with us for a 
few minutes and then we placed our order. We had a pleasant 
conversation throughout the evening. Then, towards the end of our 
delicious meal, Bishop Lennon began to share a number of 
wonderful experiences he had since he had been Bishop of Cleveland 
while confirming the youth and adults of the diocese. I could see the 
joy in his eyes as he reflected back and shared stories of some of the 
many lives who had touched his life through this sacrament. When 
he was finished sharing the joys he encountered while confirming, he 
asked me the question, “Abbot Hoover, would you consider assisting 
me in this diocese by celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation?” 

While I wasn’t expecting this question on the topic of Confirmation 
to be brought up in our conversation that night, the bishop’s 
question didn’t catch me off guard. First, several of our abbots have, 
with permission from Rome, assisted the Ordinary (main bishop) of 
our diocese to publicly confirm. Even though the ordinary celebrant 
of the Sacrament of Confirmation is a bishop, any priest can 
administer this sacrament in the context of receiving adult converts 
into the church at the Easter Vigil. Abbots, as priests, can be invited 
to celebrate this sacrament in a more public way at parishes if the 
local bishop has such a need.

Abbot Jerome Koval, OSB ’35, the third abbot of the 
community (1966-1981) was the first abbot to assist Cleveland’s 
Bishop Clarence Issenmann (1966-1974), then his successor 
Bishop James Hickey (1974-1980), and Bishop Hickey’s 
successor, Bishop Anthony Pilla, for the first six months of his 
term from 1980 to 2006.

When Abbot Roger Gries, OSB ’54 was elected the abbey’s fourth 
abbot (1981-2001) he also assisted Bishop Pilla with Confirmations. 
After Pope St. John Paul II elevated Abbot Roger to the position of 
auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Cleveland in 2001, Bishop Roger 
was assigned more Confirmations. Even though he is now retired, 
Bishop Roger continues to be seen throughout the diocese 
confirming and spreading the Good News to the people of God. 

When Abbot Clement Zeleznik, OSB ’58 was elected by the 
community as the fifth Abbot (2001-2008), he chose not to assist 
with Confirmations, but instead to focus his term and energies on 

the abbey and Benedictine High School. Abbot Christopher 
Schwartz, OSB was elected the sixth abbot in 2008 and for the 
next 5 years would assist Bishop Richard G. Lennon (2006-2016) 
with Confirmations. 

The other reason why Bishop Lennon’s request for me to assist him 
in Confirmations didn’t surprise me was due to the fact that during 
my first year as abbot, I had the opportunities to visit a number of 
parishes for various religious functions. Time and time again, I was 
asked by a number of priests if the bishop had granted me the 
faculties to assist him with Confirmations throughout the diocese. 
While the bishop did not ask me during my first year as the abbot of 
the community, I truly don’t know if I would have had the time to 
do so since I was just getting oriented to my responsibilities in 
overseeing the Benedictine Order which includes our monks, the 
high school and all of our apostolates and outreach ministries. I 
figured that since some of the priests of the diocese had surfaced the 
question, it would eventually come to the bishop’s attention. 

However, all that changed on August 25, 2015 with that simple 
question. I paused for two minutes, asked him a question about 
Confirmation itself and then agreed to assist him by celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. Shortly afterwards, Bishop Lennon sent 

continued on page 4

Bishop Roger Gries, OSB ’54 poses after confirming Nickolaus  
Kobylinski ’19 (son of Mark ’93) with Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB ’74 
serving as his sponsor in 2015 at St. Michael’s Church in Independence.
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(L-R): BHS brothers Ron ’16, Christopher ’20, Nicholas ’17, and Jonathan 
Moner pose with Abbot Gary after Christopher’s confirmation at St. Rita’s 
Parish in Solon, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. Gary Hoover, OSB ’74ABBOT GARY’S REFLECTION

me his list of parishes to select from and I chose to confirm at 28 
parishes during the 2015-2016 liturgical year. Since my inaugural 
year, I have celebrated 25 Confirmations in the 2016-2017 year and 
22 this past year. I do appreciate Bishop Lennon giving me the 
opportunity to “settle in as abbot” before he asked me to take on 
further responsibilities for the diocese through Confirmations.

Driving back to the abbey that 
evening I was reflecting on the 
Sacrament of Confirmation and what 
was being asked of me by the bishop. 
Confirmation is one of the seven 
sacraments in the Catholic Church 
and is considered one of the three 
“Initiation Sacraments” along with 

baptism and Holy Communion. Those who are confirmed are sealed 
with the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit which include: Wisdom, 
Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of 
the Lord. These gifts are given to each person by God to strengthen 
them in their Christian life. As we journey during our life on earth, 
the various gifts of the Holy Spirit will surface in accordance with 
God’s will and with our abilities/capabilities to assist us in working 
through the various situations and stages of life.

I began to think about what I knew of the celebration of the Rite of 
Confirmation. The bishop/abbot meets with those who are being 
confirmed before Mass and has a dialogue/question and answer 
period about the significance of Confirmation and the Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives. During the Mass, the homily focuses on 
this theme in preparation for the Rite of Confirmation which takes 
place right after the homily. Right away, I began focusing on those 
two elements of preparation... the dialogue with the Confirmandi 
(those being confirmed) before Mass and my homily. 

During my first two years of Confirmation, those being confirmed 
were asked by me to prepare a presentation, reflection, or a skit on 
the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. I have to say that the various 
parishes under the guidance of the pastors, DRE’s (Director of 
Religious Education) and the PSR (Parish School of Religion) 
teachers truly guided the students with some creative presentations, 
including PowerPoints, short skits, pictures on poster boards, etc. 

One of the many creative responses that were presented to me by the 
various parish Confirmation groups was a PowerPoint which started 
off like the intro of the Star Wars movies. There were written words 
flowing into space, setting the stage for a group of peaceful Martians 
who landed on the earth and encountered a group of humans who 
were zealous to share with them the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
without speaking to the Martians at all. This creative presentation 
was accomplished with a student holding a placard with the 
particular Gift of the Holy Spirit and three human beings acting out 
that Gift in front of the Martians without speaking since they didn’t 
know the Martian language. This Confirmation class did this for 
each of the Seven Gifts and then concluded by showing a YouTube 
video with the group of Christians praying in the Upper Room and 
speaking in tongues as on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Mary and the Apostles.

I also used a dialogue homily during my first two years of 
Confirmations. The theme was that all of us are on a journey in 
this life and that God is always reaching out to us and sharing 
His love with us each day through the sacraments and the people 
He brings into our lives. At one point in the homily, I asked 
those who were being confirmed, “Who is the one person in your 
life that has accepted you for who you are, loved you for who you 
are and has encouraged you to be the best you can be?” 

As you can imagine, there were many responses which included 
mom, dad, siblings, grandparents, relatives, friends, coaches, 
religious, etc. However, there was one response I will always 
remember. A young teen age man said that the one person who 
truly loved him and accepted him and encouraged him to be his 
best was his mom because “she had to be a mother and a father to 
me! She was always there for me, always at my side, through the 
good times and the challenging times!”

This young man recognized the importance of his mother who had 
sacrificed for him throughout his life, raising him as a single parent. 
Her parenting showed him how important love is in a child’s life, 
helping, guiding, and encouraging him in the right direction, 
forming him into the young man God has called him to be.

This Confirmation experience throughout these years has helped 
me grow in my spiritual life and I hope I will continue helping 
others grow in their own faith life. While not knowing what I 
was getting into when I responded with my Yes to Bishop 
Lennon’s invitation to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation 
throughout the diocese, I realized that it was the Holy Spirit who 
was with me throughout this experience, allowing God’s love to 
be poured into the hearts of those who were confirmed. 

Peace,

Abbot Gary, OSB
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Sunday, September 23, 2018
The American-Croatian Lodge

34900 Lakeshore Boulevard
Eastlake, Ohio 44095

1pm Mass
2pm Hors d’oeuvres & Refreshments

Followed by dinner, dancing,  
“The Jeff Pecon Orchestra,” Slovak auction,  

live auction, and fun festivities  
for the whole family.

Please consider a silent auction donation. All silent auction 
donations can be dropped off at St. Andrew Abbey. For additional 

ticket information or other event inquiries, please contact  
Debbie First at first@cbhs.edu or 216-421-2080 ext. 156.

“By attending the Abbey 
Benefit or by choosing to send 
a financial gift provides me and 
other monks with the proper 
health care and retirement 
opportunities. I have been 
blessed by being able to serve so 
many and I thank you for your 
love and support.”

– Fr. Dominic Mondzelewski, OSB

“I enjoy not only my work at 
the abbey and high school, but 
also the opportunities I have 
to preach retreats at parishes 
around the diocese and also 
out-of-state. That work requires 
us monks to use cars a lot that 
require maintenance and fuel. 
I appreciate our generous 
benefactors for providing 
funding for the transportation 
and medical needs of the monks 
so that we can continue to do 
God’s work here in Cleveland and 
also, at times, across the nation.”

– Fr. Gerard Gonda, OSB

“Your support will help provide 
the monks with healthy meals, 
our daily operational costs, and 
our living expenses. We deeply 
thank you for your generous 
support.”

– Fr. Finbar Ramsak, OSB

“Your support provides me the 
opportunity to continue my 
education (currently obtaining 
my Master’s Degree) and serve 
the students at Benedictine High 
School.”

– Fr. Thomas Sanders, OSB

You’re Invited!

Fall
Feast

AN ANNUAL BENEFIT FOR SAINT ANDREW ABBEY

To help Support the Monks 
of Saint Andrew Abbey
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Concelebrating the festive Mass was Bishop 
Roger Gries, OSB ’54, auxiliary bishop 
emeritus of the Diocese of Cleveland, former 
Abbot Clement Zeleznik, OSB ’50, and 
current Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB ’74 along 
with priests from the abbey and the diocese 

Bishop Perez Ordains Fr. Louis and 
Deacon Conrad

On Saturday, May 26, 2018 history was made as Cleveland Bishop Nelson Perez ordained Fr. Louis Carey, OSB ’88 to 
the priesthood and Bro. Conrad Wald, OSB to the transitional diaconate in the same liturgy in Saint Andrew Abbey 
Church. Fr. Louis’s ordination was also historic because the last BHS alumnus to be ordained as a Benedictine priest for Saint 
Andrew Abbey was Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB ’74 in 1983.

as well as monks from Saint Vincent’s 
Archabbey in Latrobe, Pennsylvania where 
Fr. Louis and Bro. Conrad have pursued 
theological studies for the priesthood. A 
luncheon followed the Mass in the 
Benedictine High School dining hall. 

Fr. Louis becomes the 31st alumnus of 
Benedictine High School to dedicate his life 
as an ordained priest of Saint Andrew Abbey. 
Four students from the first graduating class 
of BHS in 1931 returned to give their lives 
as monastic priests: Fr. Cyril (Andrew) 

(L-R): Former Abbot Clement Zeleznik, OSB ’50, current Abbot Gary Hoover, OSB ’74, Cleveland Bishop Nelson Perez, newly-ordained priest Fr. Louis 
Carey, OSB ’88, newly-ordained deacon Brother Conrad Wald, OSB, and Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus Roger Gries, OSB ’54 pose in the narthex of the 
abbey church following the historic ordination liturgy.

ST. ANDREW ABBEY Making HistoryST. ANDREW ABBEY
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Novotny, OSB, Fr. Bernard (Andrew) 
Slimak, OSB, Fr. Thomas (John) 
Podobnik, OSB, and Fr. Aloysius (Peter) 
Jenco, OSB.

Fr. Louis (Michael) Carey, OSB came to 
Benedictine High School from St. Robert 
School in Euclid and graduated from the 
“Home of Champions” in 1988. He is 
the son of the late Martin Carey and his 
wife Kathleen who still resides in Euclid. 
He has three brothers: Patrick, James, and 
Brendan and a sister Bridget. After 
graduating from BHS, he earned a 
bachelor of electronic engineering 
technology degree through Bryant and 
Stratton Technical College in Cleveland 
and worked for a number of years in 
Cleveland and Florida before entering 
Saint Andrew Abbey in 2006. He 
professed his first vows as a monk in 
2008.

He began his studies for the priesthood 
by earning a bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy from John Carroll University 
in 2012. He then continued theological 
studies at Saint Vincent Seminary in 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania. Abbot Gary has 
assigned Fr. Louis to serve as the parochial 
vicar (assistant priest) at Assumption 
Parish in Broadview Heights which has 
been under the administration of the 
Benedictine monks of Saint Andrew 
Abbey since 1977. Fr. Louis now resides 
at the parish and assists the pastor Fr. 
Justin Dyrwal, OSB. 

Deacon Bro. Conrad (Tyllmann) Wald, 
OSB was born in Germany, but came to 
the United States as a child and lived with 
his family in Atlanta, Georgia. He earned 
a bachelor of arts degree in history and 
political science from the University of 
Georgia and a master’s degree in political 
science from The Ohio State University. 
He worked in business for a number of 
years before entering Saint Andrew Abbey 
and professed his first vows in 2013. He 
will return to Saint Vincent Seminary in 
August for his final year of theological 
studies in preparation for ordination to 
the priesthood in May, 2019. 

Bishop Perez ordains Fr. Louis with the laying on of hands.

Fr. Louis gathers with his mother Kathleen, his sister Bridget, his brothers Patrick and James and 
other members of the Carey family after his ordination.

Making History ST. ANDREW ABBEY
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The Porter’s Office

Since one of the hallmarks of Benedictine 
monastic life is hospitality by which the 
stranger at the door is welcomed as Christ 
Himself, Saint Benedict makes sure that 
there is always someone available to answer 
the door and extend a greeting.

The Porter’s Office at Saint Andrew Abbey 
is located behind the abbey church off the 
narthex which serves as vestibule or 
gathering space outside of the church. From 
the parking lot, visitors follow the sidewalk 
that leads to the covered walkway alongside 
of the church. The walkway ends with a set 
of glass doors and an electronic bell. The 
porter can see who is at the door because 
the Porter’s Office has a large, glass window 
that faces the entrance doors. 

For nearly thirty years, a “sensible” older 
monk as described by Saint Benedict served 
as porter of Saint Andrew Abbey. Brother 
Anthony Fertelmes, OSB answered the 
door and the telephone and sorted the mail 
from 1934 to 1964. A native of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, Brother Anthony managed 
his duties with a paralyzed right arm and 
often with a cigar in his mouth. He died in 
1984 at the age of 77 in his Golden Jubilee 
year as a monk.

In the mid-1960s, Miss Zella Magocsy, 
who had been serving as sacristan at St. 
Ladislaus Church in the lower Buckeye 
area, was hired as the first lay “portress” 
when Brother Anthony was assigned new 
duties in the abbey dining room. Zella 
worked during the day and other women 
served the second shift from 4 PM – 8 PM. 

In 1970, as she was transitioning from 8th 
grade at Holy Family Elementary School on 
East 130th Street to Beaumont School for 
Girls in Cleveland Heights, Ms. Susan 
Sevcik, niece of the late Fr. Lawrence 
Sevcik, OSB ’44, was asked by Abbot 
Jerome Koval, OSB ’35 if she could take 
the second shift at the Porter’s Office after 
school. Susie Sevcik eventually had the 
longest tenure at the porter’s desk working 
for a remarkable 32 years until June of 2002 
when the evening shift was eliminated.

During that time, more responsibilities 
were added to the abbey porter including 
preparing 10,000 stuffed envelopes for 
various mailings directed by the abbey 
treasurer, the late Fr. Placid Pientek, OSB 
’36. As Benedictine High School expanded 

“At the door of the monastery place a sensible old man who knows how to take a message and deliver a reply and whose age keeps him from 
roaming about. This porter will need a room near the entrance so that visitors will always find him there to answer them. As soon as anyone 
knocks, or a poor man calls out, he replies, ‘Thanks be to God’ or ‘Your blessing, please’; then, with all the gentleness that comes from the fear 
of God, he provides a prompt answer with the warmth of love. Let the porter be given one of the younger brothers if he needs help.”

— From the Rule of Saint Benedict, Chapter 66

Porter Brother Anthony sorts mail in the 1950s.

Rose Stiftar runs the Porter’s Office today.

Although technically not inside the cloister or private area of the abbey, the Porter’s Office is, nevertheless, one of the most 
important locations in any monastic house. It is the place that outside world meets the inside world of Benedictine life.  And first 
impressions are important. That is why Saint Benedict devotes an entire chapter in his Holy Rule to the porter of the monastery.

Inside the CloisterST. ANDREW ABBEY
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During the monastic community retreat 
at Loyola Retreat House on Thursday, June 
7, 2018, Brother Nicholas (Phillip) 
Spisak, OSB renewed his vows as a 
Benedictine monk as he marked his 25th 
anniversary of religious profession.

Brother Nicholas is the son of Steve and 
Eleanor Spisak of Parma Heights. His brother 
Fr. Stephen Spisak is the associate pastor of 
Saint Anselm’s Parish in Chesterland. His 
brother Edward is a 1983 alumnus of 
Benedictine High School. He has another 
brother Richard of Parma Heights.

Brother Nicholas attended Saints Peter and 
Paul Elementary School in Garfield Heights 
and graduated from Cleveland Central 
Catholic High School in 1976. He served four 
years in the U.S. Navy as a Petty Officer Third 
Class. He came to religious life after working 
as an electronic technician on traffic 
controllers for Path Master in Twinsburg and 
later as a computer network troubleshooter for 
Electronic Data Systems at NASA Lewis 
Research Center. He professed his first vows as 
monk on May 21, 1993.

Over the past 25 years, Brother Nicholas has 
worked in a variety of jobs in the monastery 
and high school including infirmarian, 
groundskeeper, assistant in the school 
cafeteria, and in vehicle maintenance.

Brother 
Nicholas Marks 
25th Profession 
Anniversary

Brother Nicholas (right in black) renews his vows 
on his 25th anniversary during the monastic 
retreat on June 7.

Inside the Cloister ST. ANDREW ABBEY

Susan Sevcik in the Porter’s Office in 1975 with BHS students (l-r): John Colagiovanni, 
Greg Champa, and Michael Singer.

its busing program in the late 1970s 
and into the 1980s, Susie Sevcik found 
herself making phone calls and 
arranging rides for embarrassed 
students who missed their school bus 
home after school. 

After Zella Magocsy left the day shift as 
portress in the early 1980s, a series of 
successors filled that spot until 1993 
when Abbot Roger Gries, OSB ’54 
asked Cheryl Zelenka, wife of alumnus 
Dave Zelenka ’72, who was managing 
the BHS cafeteria, to serve as his 
secretary and daytime portress at the 
abbey. She continued in that role until 
Abbot Roger was named a bishop in 
2001 and moved his residence to the 
former St. Thomas Aquinas Convent on 
Superior Avenue where she continues to 
serve as his secretary to the present. 

It was when Bishop Roger and Cheryl 
Zelenka left the abbey in 2001 that the 
current portress, Mrs. Rose Stiftar, was 
hired by the prior, Fr. Anselm Zupka, 
OSB ’58. She had become acquainted 
with the abbey through Fr. Lawrence 
Sevcik, OSB ’44, who assisted at St. 
Hyacinth’s Church, which was Rose’s 
parish, not far from the abbey. 

For the last 18 years, Rose has not only 
answered the door and the phone, but 
has acquired many other responsibilities. 
During her weekday shift from 7:30 AM 
to 3:30 PM, Rose also sorts the mail, 

prepares the Mass intentions, types up 
the weekend car assignments, makes 
vesper booklets for visitors, attaches 
labels for large abbey mailings, works 
with the superiors on the monks’ 
vacation schedules, prints signs as needed 
for the abbey bulletin board, handles 
phone calls that bounce back from the 
high school, sends out monks’ obituaries 
to the other monasteries, orders and sells 
religious articles for the abbey gift shop, 
sends out mailings for the lay oblates, 
acts as the intermediary between the 
monks and her brother Ed Luzniak, the 
abbey maintenance director, serves as a 
secretary for the Slovak Institute, keeps 
count of reservations for events such as 
the Christmas Viliya, the Christmas Eve 
Mass, the annual Christmas party for 
employees, and other public 
celebrations of the abbey, prepares the 
liturgical booklets for the monks’ 
annual retreat, stays at the abbey while 
the monks are at their annual retreat in 
Akron, and provides many other 
services too many to list.

So you can see that the Porter’s Office 
has not only maintained the importance 
it had in the time of Saint Benedict, but 
has developed into a hub of many 
activities that keeps the daily monastic 
life running smoothly and efficiently. As 
Rose explains her role in light of Saint 
Benedict’s sixth century description 
given above, “I am the wise abbess at 
the front desk.”
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Dr. Frank Bossu ’67

Dr. Frank Bossu ’67MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Repaying the Opportunities 
Received at BHS
The value of Benedictine’s mission was proven once again during Reunion Weekend 
and it was energizing! The graduates I met had become the product of our mission of 
developing young men in mind, body and spirit to become the leaders of their 
families, business and communities. 

In my conversations with them I could see 
that they valued their experiences at 
Benedictine, clearly enjoyed their 
friendships from school, and appreciated 
their relationship with their Alma Mater. 
They emphasized the value of the 
Benedictine education by thanking us for 
continuing the mission. The high energy 
that I experienced punctuated that thought.

Our Community is caring. I saw in the 
preparation for reunion weekend how the 
different groups went to great lengths to 
include as many of their fellow classmates 
as possible. This included, in some cases, 
finding them. They took time to 
acknowledge those classmates who were 
now deceased. Thank you to our class 
leaders of the ’3’s and ’8’s for your efforts 
and participation to recruit your classmates 
back to campus. I look forward to meeting 
next year’s classes ending in ’4 and ’9.

Our Community has a helping attitude. 
At the Mr. Benedictine dinner there was a 
connection across the years with some of 
the younger generations referring to some 
of the older graduates as their mentors and 
role models. Some graduates at the Friday 
event pulled me aside to ask how they 
could help our current students or let me 
know that they were pleased to have been 
able to give back and would continue to 
find ways to give back. 

Their theme was that they saw Benedictine 
as a community that provided them 
valuable opportunities that now they were 
in a position to help offer opportunities to 
the current students. 

Here are some ways for all of you to 
participate in our shared Benedictine 
mission and provide opportunities for 
future Men of Benedictine. 

Above left: Dr. James Lewis ’59 gives his 
remarks at the annual Mr. Benedictine Dinner. 

Above: Chris Lorber ’04, Frank Bossu ’67, and 
Andy Smith ’78 pose for a picture at Stag 
Night. 

Left: Nearly 200 alumni gathered at the 
school for Friday’s annual Stag Night.

1.)  Stop in and meet some of our students, 
so they can learn from your experiences. 
It’s so important that the role models of 
our teachers, coaches and administrators 
are joined with the role models of our 
alumni and friends. You offer a unique 
perspective. Come join us in a short 
classroom talk or a conversation over 
lunch. 

2.)  Join the advisory committee of one of 
our Career Bound programs – 
Engineering, Business, Medicine or 
Media. You can help our administration 
design the College Ready-Career Bound 
program and provide content to our 
students with your lectures, field trips or 
workshops. 

3.)  Lead a club and let your enthusiasm for 
a subject inspire and motivate a student. 

4.)  Be a mentor. You could support a 
current student that needs help being 
successful at Benedictine or you could 
be part of our new experiment to 
support some of our graduates in 
obtaining their college degrees. 

Finally, thank you for the reminder of 
who we are, what we do and why we’re 
doing it. I found the Reunion Weekend 
to be personally energizing. Connect 
with me and we’ll get you involved.

Doc Bossu ’67 
President
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College Ready – Career Bound is being 
launched this coming school year. Recall 
that this program adds career professionals 
to our teachers for advanced student 
learning with college credit courses 
of specialized content, ethics courses, 
along with professionals lecturing and 
providing work experiences in the areas 
of Engineering, Medicine, Business-
Entrepreneurship and Media. Freshmen 
and sophomores will be able to apply to the 
program this year and each following year 
we’ll add another class.

Each area has been working this summer to 
gain experiences or prepare elements of their 
program for this upcoming school year.

The medical program, BenMed, has about 
eight applicants from the freshman and 
sophomore classes. Fr. Jonathan Zingales, 
BenMed Director, is developing the 
BenMed Club for next school year, too.

The Engineering Club was active this 
summer. Yvonne Schiffer led six of our 
students in a weeklong “Maker Camp” 

at Case Western Reserve University. They 
designed and produced products for the 
school. They gained experience and then 
used a waterjet cutter, CorelDraw software, 
laser engravers, vinyl cutters, 3D software 
and 3D printers. Their products used 
wood, metal or plastic. They also attended 
seminars on Biomedical Engineering and 
Welding. 

Rob Stircula has been trained in the High 
School of Business program created by 
MBA Research and sponsored by Bowling 
Green State University’s School of Business 
to teach college credit courses in the BHS 
College Bound business-entrepreneurship 
program. They include Leadership & 
Wealth Management for freshmen and 
Economics for sophomores. Students in 
the program will also participate in a Youth 
Entrepreneurship Forum directed by the 
VEALE Foundation.

I look forward to having you join 
the curriculum and add your unique 
perspective and experiences to our young 
men’s development.

Bringing Career Professionals to our 
Students’ Learning … College Ready – 
Career Bound 

Five of the Engineering Club students take time to pose for a picture 
during their MakerSpace camp at CWRU.

Students of Mr. Stircula’s Entrepreneurship class participate in the annual 
Youth Entrepreneurship Program directed by the VEALE foundation.

BHS News BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Take a look  
at the various 
programs on  

our Benedictine 
APP.
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Mrs. Sue ZulandtMESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Principal’s Message

Mrs. Sue Zulandt

Dear Friends of Benedictine,

As we wrap up summer and look to begin another 
successful school year, we are excited about the new 
experiences that the 2018-2019 year will bring and 
welcome our freshman class, teachers and two new 
members of our school’s administration.

An addition to this school year will kick-off with a 
full week of freshman orientation. Instead of having 
the traditional one day acclimation prior to the 
upperclassmen arriving, the freshmen will now get 
to experience five days to learn the building, meet 
their teachers and new friends, and become familiar 
with the Benedictine hallmarks and rich tradition. 
Upperclassmen will utilize the five days before 
their school year begins by visiting colleges and 
universities of their respective interest.

When all students arrive for school, they will be 
welcomed back by a brand new lunch program 
which will offer both breakfast and lunch. Moveable 
Feast, the lunch program operated by alum Mr. Tony 
Sfiligoj ’78 and his wife, Jeannie, will offer many 
healthy and filling options for our student body. 

Along with welcoming a freshman class, teachers, 
and a new lunch program, we are excited to 
introduce two new members of our administration. 
Mr. Phillip Bokovitz is moving from the Dean of 
Men position to the Counseling Department. With 
his counseling degree, he will be a special addition 
to the present team. Also, Fr. Michael Brunovsky, 
OSB, will be leaving the Academic Dean position 
and returning to the classroom. He will once again 
be our AP History specialist. Thanks to both Mr. 
Bokovitz and Fr. Michael for all of your work!

With openings in both 
the Academic Dean and 
Dean of Men positions, 
we searched long and 
hard for replacements that 
would fit our necessary 
criteria. Our search was 
extremely successful. As 
Academic Dean, we hired 
Mr. Anthony Maniglia. 

Mr. Maniglia will receive his master’s degree in 
Educational Administration in August, and has his 

BA&S in Social Studies and History 7-12 from 
Cleveland State University. He has a Continuing 
Education Degree in Special Education from 
Cleveland State University, as well. He is also 
certified in Italian K-12 from Lake Erie College and 
from L’Universita’ per Stranieri in Perugia, Italy. 
He also has experience in weight training, health 
maintenance, music and worked over thirty years in 
commercial and residential construction.

After college, Mr. Maniglia played minor league 
baseball. His late father Anthony R. Maniglia 
graduated from BHS in 1957. He is a member of 
St. Clare’s parish.

Our new Dean of Men 
is Mr. Jarritt W. Goode. 
Mr. Goode is a 1995 
graduate of Benedictine 
High School. He worked 
as a Dean of Students at 
North East Ohio College 
Preparatory in 2017. From 
2001 to 2017, he worked 
in Child Protection Services 

as a social worker, trainer, facilitator, and committee 
chairperson. He dealt extensively with problems 
affecting children and adolescents, families in need, 
hostile clients, and substance abuse. He also has 
coached varsity football at Bedford High School, 
Richmond Heights High School, and Shaw High 
School. He organized and attended college recruiting 
trips in accordance with the NCAA. His professional 
association and organizations include social worker 
association, YSU Football Alumni Association, 
Founder Men Against Domestic Violence, D.A.D.S 
(Dads Are Doing Something) and Co-Founder of 
Journey to 2026. In addition, his civic activities 
include PTA President, Parent Ambassador, and 
Community Engagement Participant.

Please keep Benedictine in your prayers as we begin 
a new year. We continue to better our school in all 
areas and welcome everyone to visit. Come and share 
some time and conversation with our young men.

God Bless,

Mrs. Sue Zulandt 
Principal 

Mr.  Anthony Maniglia

Mr. Jarritt W. Goode
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Dosen Elected 66th Mr. Benedictine!
John Dosen has been elected the school’s 
66th Mr. Benedictine! John, a resident 
of Broadview Heights and parishioner 
of Assumption Academy (special note: 
two out of last three Mr. Benedictines 
have been parishioners of Assumption), 
has been involved in many activities in 
his four years at Benedictine. He was a 
member of the soccer, football and lacrosse 
teams. Outside of athletics, John has 
various interests such as the Pro-Life Club, 
Key Club, chess team, student ambassador, 
altar server, Kairos leader, Bennet editor 
and senior scholars. 

In addition, John was also named 
valedictorian of the senior class. 
Mathematics teacher Rob Ryan said, 
“He is always mindful and is one of the 
hardest working students that I have met. 
He is always willing to help his classmates 
while insisting on keeping the highest of 
standards for himself. There have been 
few students I have ever met with such a 
dedication to Benedictine—he represents 

BHS News BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

The annual Mr. Benedictine dinner was held on Thursday, June 21, 2018. Ironically, this year’s recipient, John Dosen, had to video-in his participation 
as he and his family were vacationing in Greece. 
In attendance were (L-R Front Row): Nolan Hopkins ’17, Eddie St. John ’84, Jamie Georgeson ’78, Colin St. John ’09, James Lewis ’59, Dan 
O’Shaughnessy ’61, and Bishop Roger Gries, OSB ’54.  
(L-R Back Row): John Colagiovanni ’75, Tom Longville ’04, Manuel Martinez ’73, Ken Moultrie ’95, Micah Sanford ’16, Chuck Palsa ’68, Ed Sanders ’79, 
Tom Evert ’69, Nobby Lewandowski ’55, and Tom Zagorski ’03.

John Dosen Jerwon ThomasKeith Williams 

Bryan Washington Pat Fleming

what a true man of Benedictine should 
be.” John will be attending The Ohio 
State University in the fall where he will 
study business. 

Congratulations to the finalists Patrick 
Fleming, Jerwon Thomas, Bryan 
Washington, and Keith Williams! Best of 
luck as you embark on your college careers!
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The 2017-2018 school year at BHS concluded with graduation 
at St. Gregory the Great Church in South Euclid. The Class of 
2018’s outstanding academic accolades were awarded to John 
Dosen and Theodore Houser. John Dosen was valedictorian 
posting a cumulative GPA of 4.649. Theodore Houser was 
salutatorian with a cumulative GPA of 4.487. John has enrolled 
at The Ohio State University to study business and Theodore 
will be attending Drexel University in Philadelphia. Listed below 
are colleges and universities attended by BHS graduates in the 
last five years.

2018 Graduation!

The graduating class of 2018 sings the National Anthem.

Adrian College
Alabama A&M University
Baldwin Wallace University
Ball State University
Benedictine College
Bethany College
Bluffton University
Bowling Green State University
Canisius College
Capital University
Case Western Reserve University
Clarendon College
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland State University
Colorado State University
Columbus College of Art and Design
Concordia University - Ann Arbor
Cuyahoga Community College
Drexel University
Eastern Michigan University
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Fisk University
Fordham University
Franciscan University of Steubenville
Gannon University
Garden City Community College
Heidelberg University
Hiram College
Hocking College
John Carroll University
Johnson C. Smith University
Kansas City Art Institute
Kent State University
Kenyon College
Lake Forest College
Lakeland Community College
Langston University
Lorain County Community College
Loyola University Chicago
Marietta College

Marymount Manhattan College
Miami University, Oxford
Michigan State University
Millikin University
Morehouse College
Notre Dame College of Ohio
Ohio Northern University
Ohio University
Otterbein University
Purdue University
Saint Vincent College
Shawnee State University
Slippery Rock University of 

Pennsylvania
Stark State College of Technology
Syracuse University
Temple University
Tennessee State University
The College of Wooster
The Ohio State University
The Ohio State University at Mansfield
The University of Akron
The University of Findlay
Thomas More College
Tiffin University
University of Cincinnati
University of Dayton
University of Kentucky
University of Mount Union
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rio Grande
University of Toledo
Urbana University
Walsh University
West Liberty University
Wheeling Jesuit University
Wright State University
Xavier University

Marshall Philmon  and Scott Schoeffler

Keith Williams, Mr. Phil Bokovitz, 
and Michael Ford unwind after 
the graduation ceremony.

Dr. Frank Bossu ’67,  Abbot Gary  Hoover, OSB ’74, and Sue Zulandt  await the presentation of diplomas.

Nate Fink and Ronald Coleman

Victor Ferrante, Chris Hradek,  

Matt Finucan, and Bryan Washington

John Dosen gives his  
valedictorian speech.

Ted Houser addresses  

the crowd with his  

salutatorian speech.
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Three Benedictine alums are gearing up 
for the 2018-2019 NFL season. Najee 
Goode ’07, who won a Super Bowl with 
the Philadelphia Eagles last season, is 
now an Indianapolis Colt going into his 
7th season. Michael Roberts ’12 will be 
gearing up for more opportunities in his 
2nd season as a tight end for the Detroit 
Lions. Jerome Baker ’15 is preparing for 
his rookie season after being drafted in 
the 3rd round by the Miami Dolphins. 
Be sure to keep an eye out for these 
Bengals this season. Best of luck, Bengals!

BASEBALL
The Benedictine baseball team 
finished the season at 10-13 
overall and 2-6 in the North 
Coast League. Coach John 
Ellis was pleased with the 
team’s overall performance. “I 
think we played very well and 
our young men learned a lot 
about themselves, especially on 
our trip to South Carolina,” 

Ellis said. “We faced some great competition down South and it 
prepared us for some tough competition here at home.”

Some highlight wins included two over Lake Catholic, a Matt 
Stauffer walk off hit win over Bay, Gilmour, Brush and both ends 
of a doubleheader at University School. Senior Matt Finucan 
earned first team North Coast League and Junior Billy Boehlke 
was a second teamer. 

LACROSSE
The Bengals lacrosse team lost 
a tough sectional final at West 
Geauga 11-10 to end their 
season at 8-10 overall and 3-2 
in the North Coast League. 
The season had some ups 
and downs but Coach Mike 
Fink saw much improvement 
over the course of the season. “We progressed at times, we showed 
our inexperience at times, but overall things were encouraging,” 
Fink said. Junior Evan Tytko was named most improved. Other 
individual honors went to MVP John Dosen ’18 and leading scorer 
Matt Carson ’19. Junior goalie Mike Iammarino had some stellar 
performances carrying the team into overtime repeatedly.

TRACK
Senior Matt DiNovo 
paced the track team 
all spring by going 
undefeated in the 300 
hurdles through the 
regional finals where he set 
a school record of 38.29 
seconds. DiNovo had his 
second straight appearance 

in the state finals and was named Most Valuable Performer. 
Throughout the season his performance in the 110 high hurdles and 
the 300 hurdles assured the Bengals of team points. The Bengals also 
pushed themselves in the 4x100, 4x200 and the 4x400. Sophomore 
Kelan Mayberry was the Most Improved Runner and contributed to 
the relay teams’ success and did particularly well on his own in the 
400. Seniors Glenn Pearson and Michael Lacey were the Coaches’ 
Award winner and Leadership Award winner, respectively.

Athletics BENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

KEHRES NAMED BENEDICTINE  
HOCKEY COACH

Bob Kehres is returning as head hockey coach at Benedictine 
High School. And he brings a lot of family and Benedictine 
tradition with him.

Kehres, a 1991 grad of the school, again will be assisted 
by his brother Jim, a 1990 Benedictine graduate. Assistant 
coach Brian Carson will remain on the staff. Freddie Briskey, 
a 2000 Bengals alum who played for Kehres at Benedictine, 
will be the team’s strength coach.

For the past eight seasons, Bob Kehres has been coaching in 
the Cleveland Heights Youth Hockey Leagues.

Kehres replaces Joe Primiano, who led the Bengals for two 
seasons. Primiano is leaving to follow his sons who will 
be attending and playing hockey at Culver Academy in 
Indiana, where the elder Primiano also is a graduate.

“The timing, and the events to become the head coach at 
Benedictine again are incredibly amazing,” said Bob Kehres.

“My brother Jim and I are very excited to return to our alma 
mater to coach the hockey team,” said Bob. “It feels great 
to return to the program that we started 20 years ago. And, 
of course, to be able to coach our sons makes it even more 
special for us.”
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AdmissionsBENEDICTINE HIGH SCHOOL

Summer Camps at BHS
It’s been a busy summer at the “Home of Champions” as future Bengals 
participated in athletic camps (football, basketball, soccer, baseball and lacrosse), 
as well as two engineering camps! Stay tuned for information and dates for camps 
offered next summer!
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Class of 2022 
BY THE NUMBERS
As the 110-plus students of the class of 2022 begin 
their four-year journey at Benedictine, it’s a great time 
to realize and appreciate the far reach Benedictine 
has into Northeast Ohio. 

The furthest student is Andrew Joyce from 
Middlefield, Ohio.

We continue to serve our community as 17 students 
come within a five-mile radius of Benedictine.

Merit Scholars
33% 

registered for 
Honors Classes

31% 

interested in a 
College Ready-
Career Bound 
program

74% 

from a Catholic school
57% 

different grade schools represented 
in the freshman class

74

Where the current 
BHS students 
Grades 9-12 are 
coming from
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Just under 200 alumni from various classes participated in Friday, June 22nd’s Stag Night!  
Alumni shared stories, relived memories, and walked the halls of their beloved Alma Mater.  
On Saturday, individual class dinners were held at various restaurants throughout the city.  

Sunday’s Reunion Mass concluded the special weekend! 

REUNION WEEKEND 2018

The Class of 1968 gathers for a group picture to celebrate their 50 year reunion.

Members of the Class of 1978 met in the science wing for a presentation and group photo.

During a tour, classmates from 1998 pose for a picture in the gym hallway. Alumni and their families enjoy breakfast after 
Sunday’s Reunion Mass.

Caption
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Robert Horvath, Dale Jakab, Mark Tenaglia and 
Ted Hetman pose during the Class of 1968’s 
50th reunion dinner. More classmates from the Class of ’68 gather with BHS President, Dr. Frank Bossu ’67.

1993 classmates take time for a picture after 
Friday night’s meal.

Dr. Frank Bossu ’67 and Chris Lorber ’04 enjoy a conversation 
with Benedictine’s oldest alum, Joseph Banas ’38 who is 98 
years old and was marking his 80th reunion. Classmates from 2008 take a group photo celebrating their 10 year reunion.

Pat Moriarty ’73, Manny Martinez ’73, 
Chuck Palsa ’68, and Rich Switalski ’73 
relive some Bengal football memories.

Allen Yakich ’58,  
James Kubinski ’58 and 
William Preslock ’58.
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Leaving Your Legacy
 
Dear Benedictine Community, 
 
What a special year of philanthropy at both Benedictine High School and St. Andrew Abbey! The 
Benedictine Order of Cleveland is so deeply appreciative of the support you provided this past fiscal 
year. We are pleased to announce our increase in total gifts (45%), as well as our increase in alumni 
participation (45%). Your financial contributions have aided the monks of St. Andrew Abbey for 
retirement, education, healthcare, and general operations. Financial contributions made to the high 
school have assisted to develop young men in mind, body, and spirit to become the future leaders of 
their family, businesses, and communities.

We are grateful for all of the gifts today and thank you for considering a gift of the future. 
Have you thought about your legacy and how future students or monks would benefit 
from a planned gift? 

Dennis and Mary Sutcliffe of Cleveland 
Heights sure have. The Benedictine 
education (Dennis ’69 along with sons Derek 
’95 and Ian ’00) and spiritual direction 
of the Benedictine monks have provided 
the Sutcliffe family with reasons to pay it 
forward. “Benedictine has always been a 
spiritual anchor for my family. The inner 
peace and stability of the monks have 
served as models for all of us. My older son 
was married in the Abbey Chapel and my 
younger son had his marriage blessed there 
after being married in Connecticut. Having 
hope for the future means supporting the 
school and the monastery,” said Dennis.

Along with the annual contributions the 
Sutcliffe’s make to support general operations 
and student scholarships, Dennis and Mary 
are aware of the importance of creating a 
personal and lasting legacy at the school and Abbey. As members of the Heritage Society, the Sutcliffe’s 
have established a planned gift benefiting the Benedictine Order of Cleveland. A planned gift is a 
contribution that is arranged in the present and allocated at a future date, commonly donated through 
a will or trust.

Thanks to the support that Dennis and Mary provide today and have planned for the future, as well 
as many other alumni and friends. Most of the planned gift vehicles available can provide cost-saving 
benefits to you as well as a meaningful gift to the high school and St. Andrew Abbey. For additional 
information on the various ways to support the success of the students and monks, please contact Chris 
Lorber, Vice President of Advancement at 216-421-2080 ext. 246 or lorber@cbhs.edu.

Mr. Chris Lorber ’04MESSAGE FROM THE VP OF ADVANCEMENT

OTHER 
OPTIONS ARE:

Bequests

Charitable Gift 
Annuities

Charitable 
Remainder Trusts

Charitable Lead 
Trusts

Marketable 
Securities

Gifts of Property 

Real Estate

Intangible Personal 
Property

Life Insurance

Gifts of Will

Dennis ’69 and Mary Sutcliffe pose for a picture while 
enjoying dinner in Lucerne. The Sutcliffe’s pay it forward with 
annual gifts, as well as through planned giving.

Chris Lorber ’04

20  |  Ora et Labora



CLASS NOTES

Class of 1965
Joel Mader reports that he has retired 
from Cleveland Public Schools. He is 
now a writer with two published books, 
“Cleveland School Gardens” (Arcadia 
2010) and “Woodhill Road – Stories from 
the Hardware Store” (Abbot Press 2011). 
Both books give great insight into the old 
Slovak and Hungarian neighborhood. 

Class of 2000

Congratulations to Joe Zulandt and 
his wife Casey for proudly accepting the 
Most Valuable Diverse Business Partner 
Award. On April 15, the Cleveland Indians 
presented the award to Ten10 Design. The 
award recognizes those Diverse Business 
Partners who exhibit and continue the legacy 
of Jackie Robinson. Diverse suppliers were 
nominated and awarded based on their 
performance above and beyond the norm to 
exhibit quality, class and professionalism in 
all aspects of their business.

Class of 2006
Jeff Kuerbitz successfully defended 
his PhD dissertation in Developmental 
Neurobiology on May 17, 2018 at the 
University of Cincinnati Medical School. 
His parents, Steve and Carolyn, both 
doctors, were able to be present for moral 
support. In July, Jeff returned to finish his 
last two years of medical school and then he 
will have both of his doctoral degrees. 

Class of 2007
Ryan Stoffko is the Founder and 
Managing Director of OPP Neuro-
SPA. He’s a Human Biologist, Peak 

Performance Specialist and Accident 
Prevention Specialist whose mission is 
to provide his clients with accurate, up 
to date and neutral information when 
discussing specialized care. Ryan has 
recently become a certified trainer and 
sales representative, allowing him to 
provide pharmacogenomic testing (PGxT) 
completely free of charge to individuals 
who choose conventional medicine.

Class of 2009
Dr. Marty Spies, 
graduated from Des 
Moines University 
College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and will be 
back in Cleveland for 
the next three years for 
his internal medicine 

residency at MetroHealth Medical Center. 

Class of 2010
Dr.  Weston 
Angermeier graduated 
from Kent State College 
of Podiatric Medicine. 
He has begun his 
podiatry residency at 
MetroWest Medical 
Center in Framingham, 
Massachusetts.

Class of 2011
Dan Kuerbitz is a Lieutenant Junior 
Grade in the Navy and is a helicopter pilot. 
He recently returned to San Diego from 
his first deployment at sea—a cruise in 
the Persian Gulf and Indian and Pacific 
Oceans aboard the aircraft carrier the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (aka “The Big Stick”).

Class of 2014
Aaron Gilliam graduated from West 
Point this past spring. Aaron was sworn in 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States 
Army on May 26th. He will serve in the 
36th Engineer Brigade at Fort Hood, Texas.

Class of 2017

Maceo Adams finished studying abroad 
in Gambia (West Africa) with Miami 
University’s College of Education, Health 
& Society. His trip involved assisting 
with triage at the hospital and instructing 
students at the School for Deaf Children.

The third annual Joe Marino High 
Top Scholarship Golf Outing took 
place on Thursday, June 7, 2018 with 
over 140 guests participating in golf and 
the scholarship dinner! Special thanks 
to all committee members who made 
the outing so nice and memorable. The 
scholarship has raised over $160,000 
in three years! Congratulations to the 
four recipients pictured (l-r): Derel 
Beddingfield ’22, Nick Demchuk ’19, 
Ronnie Schultz ’21, and Vea Atkins ’20.

Bishop Roger Gries, OSB ’54, 
Alison Marino, Marty Hopkins, Colleen 
Hopkins, and John DiPaola ’78 pose 
for a picture right before the start of 
another beautiful outing.
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Oldest Monk, Fr. Placid, Dies at 99
On May 6, 2018, our beloved senior 
community member, Fr. Placid (Francis) 
Pientek, OSB ’36 died at 6:10 AM, with 
the consolation of the sacraments, from 
complications after battling pneumonia at 
Regina Health Center in Richfield, Ohio 
where he had been in residence since 2013. 
On Wednesday, May 2, the community 
of monks traveled to Regina and sang the 
Regina Coeli and the Ultima at his bedside.

At the time of his death, Fr. Placid was 
the oldest monk among the 700 monks of 
the American Cassinese Congregation of 
Benedictine monasteries being three months 
shy of his 100th birthday. He was also the 
longest professed monk (78 years and 9 
months) and longest ordained (73 years and 
9 months) in the congregation. He reached 
the highest age of any member of our 
community in its 96 year history.

Fr. Placid’s long life began on July 
26, 1918 when he was born to Slovak 
immigrant parents in lower Manhattan in 

the shadow of Wall Street. The shadow of 
that great financial market would follow 
him years later as he assumed positions as 
the monastery and high school treasurer. 
His parents were Ignatius and Helen 
(Jakubjak) Pientek and he had two 
brothers, Steve and Joseph and a sister 
Helen Zajac (all deceased).

Although his home parish was St. John 
Nepomucene Slovak Church, he began his 
education at the historic St. Peter’s School 
in lower Manhattan (founded in 1800). 
When Monsignor Stephen Krasula opened 
St. John Nepomucene School in 1926, 
Francis Pientek was one of the first students 
to register. It was Msgr. Krasula who later 
suggested to him in eighth grade that he 
consider attending Benedictine High School 
that the Slovak Benedictine monks opened 
in Cleveland in 1927.

Upon arriving as a boarding student in 
Cleveland in 1932, Francis pursued his 
intellectual and athletic challenges with vigor 
and success. During his four years of high 
school he carried a straight “A” average and 
starred in football, basketball, and baseball. 
He made the All-Catholic Team and All-
Tournament Team as a senior forward in 
basketball. When the team averaged 26 
points a game, Francis was the leading scorer 
with 92 points on the season for a 7.1 point 
average. He played end on the football team 
and third base on the baseball team. He 
was elected to the Benedictine High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1993.

In December, 2009, when the Benedictine 
High School basketball team marked the 
75th anniversary of its first game in 1934, 
Fr. Placid was honored at a school Mass for 
having played in that first game.

After his high school graduation, Francis 
felt the call of the Holy Spirit to a team 
with a higher championship in mind. 

He began preparations for entering the 
Benedictine order by attending St. 

Procopius Benedictine College in 
Lisle, Illinois for two years. He 
formally entered the community 

of Saint Andrew Abbey in 
1938 and was sent for his 
year of novitiate training 
to Saint Benedict’s Abbey 

in Atchison, 
Kansas where 
his novice 
master was 
the noted 
Benedictine 
spiritual writer 
Fr. Bernard Sause, OSB. Francis received 
the religious name of Placid, which was the 
name of one of the first two disciples of 
Saint Benedict. Fr. Placid professed his first 
vows on July 11, 1939.

He remained in Atchison for the next two 
years completing his collegiate studies with 
a bachelor’s degree in Latin. He returned 
to the monastery in Cleveland where 
he pursued theological studies for the 
priesthood at the abbey seminary which 
had 26 clerics at the time. On September 
23, 1944, Fr. Placid, along with Fr. Gregory 
Oravec, OSB and Fr. James Forgac, OSB, 
was ordained a priest by Bishop Edward 
Hoban at St. John’s Cathedral in Cleveland.

As a young priest Fr. Placid energetically 
joined the staff of Benedictine High School 
as a teacher of Latin and religion and as 
a coach of tennis and basketball. As a 
freshman basketball coach he once had a 
streak of 29 consecutive victories. He later 
served as the Athletic Director from 1944 
to 1950 during which time Chuck Noll, 
later a four-time Super Bowl championship 
coach for the Pittsburgh Steelers, played 
football at Benedictine. Fr. Placid is quoted 
several times in the famed coach’s 2016 
biography entitled, Chuck Noll – His Life’s 
Work by Michael MacCambridge who 
recorded an interview with Fr. Placid at 
Regina Health Center.

At the call of the late Abbot Theodore 
Kojis, OSB, Fr. Placid traveled to Rome 
in 1952 where he studied for two years at 
the Monastic Institute of the International 
Benedictine College of Sant’ Anselmo. 
When he returned to Cleveland, he was 
named the novice master of the abbey 
directing men in their first year of formation 
as monks, including Bishop Roger Gries, 
OSB, auxiliary bishop emeritus of the 
Diocese of Cleveland and former abbot of 
Saint Andrew Abbey who was one of Fr. 
Placid’s novices.
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In Memoriam
of Benedictine High School and friends of Saint Andrew Abbey

Dr. Valentin Mersol, M.D. (Class of 1951) 
passed away May 22, 2018 at the age of 84. Born 
in Slovenia, he graduated from the Loyola Chicago 
School of Medicine and served in the U.S. Public 
Health Service between 1964 and 1966 achieving the 
equivalent Naval rank of Lieutenant Commander. He 
returned to Cleveland and practiced medicine as an 
ENT specialist until 2009. He served as chief of staff 

at the former St. Alexis Hospital. 

David Lang (Class of 1970), age 65, passed away 
suddenly on June 18, 2018. Dave was a successful 
broker for Paine-Webber and Company and served as 
financial secretary for Branch 24 of the First Catholic 
Slovak Union. He was an accomplished musician and 
during his years in the BHS band played the tuba and 
drums. Later, with classmates Anthony Piunno and the 
late Mark Haburay, he formed the popular Dave Lang 

Trio which played professionally in the Cleveland area for a number of 
years. His funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Dominic’s Church in Shaker 
Heights by newly-ordained Fr. Louis Carey, OSB of Saint Andrew Abbey.

RECENTLY DECEASED 

 Class Name Deceased Date
 1936 Fr. Placid Pientek, OSB 5/6/2018 
 1945  Joseph Gebura  6/22/2018
 1946 Stephen Ersek 5/7/2018
 1950 George Tomcisin 5/27/2018
 1951 Valentin Mersol 5/22/2018
 1954 Theodore Rossy 6/1/2018
 1957 Steve Simcak 6/15/2018
 1957 Lawrence Stanek 6/24/2018
 1958 Lawrence Moavero 5/16/2018
 1959 Fred Botek 6/7/2018
 1960 Michael Seredick 6/28/2018
 1961 Richard Sedlack 5/23/2018
 1963 Joseph Tkac 4/26/2018
 1970 David Lang 6/18/2018
 1971 Joseph Lorek 6/21/2018
  Noreen Krakora 4/12/2018
  Victor DiGeronimo, Sr. 7/14/2018 
  Jerome Triska 7/18/2018

Below are the names of our deceased alumni that were not 
recognized in a previous issue.
 1944 John Vanyo 2/11/2018
 1946 Joseph Horvath 5/26/2014
 1950 Joseph Moorman 11/6/2017
 1951 John Dailey 2/18/2018
 1957 Joseph Kalina 3/23/2008
 1959 Louis Domjan 2/25/2017
 1961 Joseph Langa 7/5/2017
 1963 Donald Wascovich 3/7/2018
 1969 Charles Willard 10/26/2017

If anyone knows of other recently deceased alumni, please contact  
Bryan Lacey at lacey@cbhs.edu or at 216-421-2080, ext. 342

In the early 1960s, Abbot Theodore again summoned 
Fr. Placid to new responsibilities as head of a capital 
campaign. His challenge was to raise funds for the 
building of a new gymnasium for the high school. The 
campaign was also to fund the renovation of the former 
gymnasium into a cafeteria and an auditorium. With 
diligent organization and a host of volunteers, Fr. Placid 
successfully directed the campaign to its goal of $700,000.

After the campaign for the new gymnasium, Fr. Placid 
was named treasurer of Benedictine High School in 
1964, a position he would hold for most of the next 18 
years. His only interruption came when his good friend, 
Fr. Jerome Koval, OSB, was elected as the third abbot of 
Saint Andrew Abbey in 1966 and asked Fr. Placid to serve 
as his prior for two years. In 1968, Fr. Placid returned 
to the high school treasurer’s office. He continued those 
responsibilities until 1982.

From 1972 to 1982, Fr. Placid actually directed the 
finances of both the high school and the monastery, 
positions formerly held by two separate treasurers. He 
remained as the abbey treasurer through a second capital 
campaign. This campaign funded the building of the new 
abbey infirmary wing and abbey church. It lasted from 
1984 to its successful completion in 1985 meeting its 
goal of five million dollars. As a gift to that campaign, Fr. 
Placid’s family paid for the bells in the tower of the new 
abbey church. Fr. Placid retired as abbey treasurer in 1989.

During the next 29 years of his retirement, Fr. Placid 
kept busy assisting his three successors as abbey treasurer: 
Fr. Gary Hoover, OSB (who is our current abbot) and 
Fr. Albert Marflak, OSB and Brother Theodore Girard, 
OSB, both of whom preceded him in death. Fr. Placid 
was always conscientious about representing the abbey at 
funerals of benefactors and visiting sick alumni, friends, 
and clergy in the hospital. He was a member of many 
Slovak fraternal organizations and faithfully attended their 
conventions and meetings.

Until moving to Regina Health Center in 2013, he 
continued to work daily with volunteers to send out 
mailings for the high school and monastery. For a number 
of summers he would treat his volunteers to an overnight 
bus trip that would end with a dinner in the high school 
cafeteria and entertainment provided by monks acting 
in a homemade skit that always featured a character who 
portrayed Fr. Placid and his New York accent. 

Fr. Placid enjoyed visitors and loved to meet new 
postulants and novices and encourage them in their 
monastic journey. He would make sure to compliment 
confreres on their accomplishments and was supportive 
of all seven abbots he served under. May the long line of 
monks, alumni, benefactors and friends whose lives were 
touched by Fr. Placid in his many roles of apostolic service 
in this world now welcome him to Eternal Life where he 
will not be disappointed in the hope of Christ’s promises 
to which he totally gave his long life.
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Change Service Requested

LaboraOra et

UPCOMING DATES & ACTIVITIES

August 25, 2018 
1973 and 2003 Football State 

Championship Reunion  
(Bedford Stadium)

September 23, 2018 
Fall Feast Annual Benefit for 

Saint Andrew Abbey

November 4, 2018 
Community Memorial Mass

November 10, 2018 
Hall of Distinction

November 27, 2018 
Giving Tuesday

January 30, 2018 
Career Day

February 24, 2019 
Hall of Fame / Hall of Honors

March 23, 2019 
Blue and White Gala

April 27, 2019 
Festa

May 5, 2019 
Augie Bossu Day of Giving

June 6, 2019 
Joe Marino Outing

June 20, 2019 
Mr. Benedictine Dinner

June 21, 2019 
Reunion Weekend  

(Stag Night)

June 23, 2019 
Reunion Weekend  

(Mass and Breakfast)

SAVE THE DATE!
REUNION  

WEEKEND 2019
JUNE 21-23, 2019

2014 5 YEAR REUNION

2009 10 YEAR REUNION

2004 15 YEAR REUNION

1999 20 YEAR REUNION

1994 25 YEAR REUNION

1989 30 YEAR REUNION

1984 35 YEAR REUNION

1979 40 YEAR REUNION

1974 45 YEAR REUNION

1969 
1964 55 YEAR REUNION

1959 60 YEAR REUNION

1954 65 YEAR REUNION

1949 70 YEAR REUNION

1944 75 YEAR REUNION

1939 80 YEAR REUNION

50 YEAR REUNION 
GOLDEN YEAR!


